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“For lI know whom I have believed .. 


Can any situation be more 
dreadful than that of uncertainty? 

We can face any circumstance, 
however difficult or dangerous, if 
we just know the facts; but un- 
certainty destroys any possibility 
of hopefulness or courage. To be 
uncertain is to be filled with ap- 
prehension, anxiety, and fear. 

Some time ago I was visiting 
missionaries in the jungles of in- 
terior Liberia. I had retired for 
the night alone in a little guest 
room. The generator on the mis- 
sion station had stopped and there 
would be no light until morning. 
As I lay thinking and relaxing in- 
side the mosquito netting which 
covered the bed, I was conscious 
all of a sudden that some living 
creature had come into the room. 
In the intense darkness I could 
not see it, but I could detect its 
movement on the mud floor. The 
missionaries had been telling me 


.. of the dreaded mamba, as deadly 


as the cobra, and which hunts at 
night. Of course my thought was, 
“If I just had a light, then I 
would know the extent of my 
danger!” But there was no light, 
only fear manufactured and mag- 
nified by uncertainty. And if that 
situation is dreadful, how much 
more terrible for a human soul to 
be in close proximity with death, 
and not have the Light of the 
World, the Lord Jesus Christ! 
If I were an artist, and I am 
not, and were called upon to paint 
a picture of uncertainty, the result 
would be much as follows: a lovely 
day in late spring, blue sky with 
some white cumulus clouds, some 
sturdy oak trees, and in the fore- 
ground a lovely lassie of sixteen 
or seventeen sitting upon a car- 
pet of daisies. In her hand she 
holds a daisy -and is deliberately 
removing one petal after another 
in order to ascertain the answer 
to her heart’s question, ‘“‘He loves 
me; or he loves me not?” Why is 
she asking a daisy which cannot 
give her the answer? Just be- 
cause of uncertainty! That situa- 
tion may not seem serious to you, 
but it really is to her; but .how 
dreadful for you to sit here, and 
deep in your own heart not to 
(Continued on page 11) 


”—II Tim, 1:12. 
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che MAN with the 
WITHERED HAND 


By the late famous Evangelist Billy Sunday 


(Preached in City-Wide Revival Campaign, Richmond, Indiana 


“And it came to pass also on another sabbath, that he 
entered into the synagogue and taught: and there was a man 
whose right hand was withered. And the scribes and Phari- 


sees watched him, 


whether he would heal on the sabbath 


day; that they might find an accusation against him. But 
he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which had the 


withered hand, Rise up, and stand forth in the midst. 
Then 
it lawful on the sabbath days to do 


he arose and stood forth. 
ask you one thing: Is 


| And 
said Jesus unto them, T will 


good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it? And looking 
round about upon them all, he said unto the man. Stretch 


forth thy hand. 
whole as the other.’ 


He was not a dead man, wait- 
ing to be carried out to the grave- 
yard; he was not a paralyzed man, 
unable to move. Neither was he 
deaf, nor blind. He was a man who 
could not do certain things be- 
eause he had a withered hand. A 
withered hand is worse than no 
hand; it is in the way, for it can't 
be used. 

I knew a boy when I was a boy 
who. was born with a_ withered 
hand. He could not move a finger 
on it, nor his wrist. When he 
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By Dr. Bob Jones, Jr., President 
Bob Jones University, Greenville, South Carolina 


-““And it came to pass, after the year was expired, at the 
time when kings go forth to battle, that David sent Joab, and 
his servants with him, and all Israel; and they destroyed the 
children of Ammon, and besieged Rabbah. But David tarried 


still at Jerusalem.” 


If I were writing the Bible, I 
would not have written this 
chapter. One reason that I know 
this is God’s Book and not man’s 
book is the fact this chapter is 
included. This terrible eleventh 
chapter is the chapter that deals 
with David's sin. 

David was a man after God’s 
own heart. If God were like men, 
He would try to cover up for 
David and leave out the record of 
the sin. There is a tendency in 
biography these days to go on 


one extreme or the other: either 


to debunk a national hero, show 
up the feet of clay in the popular 
idol, play up the eccentricities and 
the sins of the man until his good 
qualities are thrown in_ the 
shadow; or else to try to make 
such a hero out of him that his 
sins and his evils are glossed over 
and forgotten in the record. But 
God does not keep the record like 
that. God keeps a perfect record. 
And what God sets down, He sets 
down completely and fully. 


God Almighty keeps your 


|record. He puts down everything 


you do; and, more than that, He 


|puts down everything you think. 


We have in the record of God 
every thought we have ever al- 
lowed to cross our minds;-God puts 
it down. God*keeps. the ‘record, and, 


“#1 God’s” reeerd:1s.a- pertect rs record. ke 
What a Noble and Great. Man. { 


Was David!" ~~ 


But before we turn to David} 


and his sin in this terrible eleventh 


chapter, let us say all the good? 


things we can about David. God 
would do that, I know; He does! 


is no wonder he was a man after 
God’s own heart. From his earliest 
youth he had outstanding qualities. 
Behold him as a little boy out 
on the hillside in the night keep- 
ing watch over the sheep. He was 
dependable. It is a wonderful thing 
to be able to trust a young lad 
to keep sheep and not to worry 
that he might forget his sheep if 
some wild beast should come in 
and that he might take to his 
heels to save his life. Not David! 
The wild beasts did come—the 
record shows that they came. But 
David handled the wild beasts and 
killed them to protect hfs sheep. 
What a brave young lad he was! 


(Continued on page 8) 


What a character David was! It 


Dr. “Bob Jones, Jr. 


And he did so: 


and his hand was restored 


wanted to move it. he had to 
move it with the other hand. A 
withered hand is no better than 


a dead hand; there is no work you 
can perform with it. There is no 
design you can execute with a 
withered hand. You might be a 
person of great genius and of great 
ability, but you can readily see 
how your genius would be handi- 
capped if you had no hands with 
which to express your genius. Most 
things, you see, are the expression 
of thought and, if people had: no 
hands with: which to form and 
shape it, then you would never 
know what was in their minds at 
all. 


The Hand Represents All 
Human Ability Withered 
By Sin 

There are thousands of things 
this man would have liked to do 
but he could not take hold of any- 
thing, he could not shape any- 


1922) 


Billy Sunday 


thing. He was just half a man, 

You may have a great mind, you 
may have great wealth, and you 
may have a fine physique; but if 
your heart is not in sympathy 
with God, you are just half a man 
or half a woman. Salvation isn’t 
a matter of intellect or physique 
or wealth, but without God you 
are just half a man or half a 
woman. You can have all the 
wealth of all the world, and all 
the honor; yet those things com- 
bined won’t save you. But if I 
do what God Almighty tells me to 
do it will save me. 

So the world can be saved if it 
will do what God Almighty tells 
it to do. If the world could da 
without God, then it was useless 


(Continued on page 9) 


OW EVERYBODY Can! 


For Brief, Whirlwind Campaign, Anybody Can Send 4 or 
More SWORD 1-Year Subscriptions for $1.50..Per Year . 


MUST HAVE 75,000 NEW AND RENEWAL SUBSCRIPs" 


TIONS IN FEW WEEKS. A BIG STEP TOWARD 
TWENTIETH ANNIVERSARY GOAL OF * 
200,000 SUBSCRIBERS 


By the Editor 


With this issue we begin aw short, whirlwind campaign 
to get 75,000 subscriptions. It is the greatest brief subscrip< 
tion effort we have ever made. If we are to raise the total 
subscription list of The Sword of the Lord, to 200,000 by our 
twentieth anniversary, September 28, 1954, then we must re= 
ceive at least 75,000 new and renewal subscriptions in the 


next few weeks. 


For the last few months we have 
been asking those who will to 
take a quota, agreeing to send in 
100 subscriptions—or 25, or 50, or 
200, or 500, or 1,000—-by Septem- 
ber 28, 1954. Some 432 people have 
accepted quotas of subscriptions, 
agreeing to send 25,389 subscrip- 
tions by our twentieth annivers- 
ary. That is an average quota of 
over 58 subscriptions per person. 

Of this, number, 47 individuals 
or couples in the Sword of the 
Lord offices agreed to send in 


6,220 subscriptions. 


Of course, we must have hund- 
reds, even thousands, more people 
to accept quotas and send in 
blocks of subscriptions, new or re- 
newal, either paid for by the 
friend who accepts the quota, or 
sold to others, or secured through 
church groups or classes. 


But now it is time for us to 
make opportunity for thousands of 


— 


people who cannot send 25 or 50 
or 100 subscriptions at once, and 
for many thousands of others wha 
do not feel free to pledge for the 
future, what they will do. So now, 
in this whirlwind campaign, we 
make it so everybody who will 
may send 4 or more subscriptions 
at the lowest possible rock-bottom 
price—-$1.50. per year in the United 
States and to our armed forces, 
But Canadian and foreign sub< 
scriptions will be 50c more each 
year, since we pay that extra ae 
mount in postage. 


Here Are New Campaign 
Rates 
Look over these rates for thig 
whirlwind campaign: 
1 subscription, regular price, $2.50 
per year; 
3 one-year subscriptions, $5. 06; 
(Continued on page 6) 
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Editor Answers Distinguished Christian Friend, Giving | We are glad to have a good 


Seven Reasons He Thinks Unanswerable, Proving There 
Will be no Signs of ..Christ’s Coming Before the 
Rapture, According to Matthew 24 


By John R. Rice 


October 23rd issue 
THE Lorp, the edi- 
tor had an article, “No Signs. of 
Christ’s Coming.’ We have had 
many letters pro and con. Most 
of the letters were favorable, and 
we are grateful for these letters 
and for kindly critics who have 
differed from us also. : 
Among the letters greatly ap- 
preciated is one from Dr. P. H. 
Anderson, the professor emeritus 
of homiletics and missions in the 
New Orleans Baptist Theological 
Seminary. Our brother, Dr. An- 
derson, writes from Greer, South 
Carolina. Dr. Anderson says: 
“Dear Dr. Rice: 
“In a recent issue 
able paper you surprised some of 
us by taking the position that 
there are no signs pointing direct- 
ly to the coming of the Lord. For 
once, it seems to me, you have not 
rightly divided the word of truth. 
T am making no effort to answer 


the 
SWORD OF 


In 
THE 


of your valu- 


your lengthy arguments. I feel 
that you did not. interpret cor- 
rectly Matthew 24, and that with 
this failure your whole position 
falls to the ground.” my 

Then Dr. Anderson gives his 
position, the position familiar to 
those who think that here they 
see signs that the Saviour will 
come soon. He said: 

“Jesus was teaching that his 


next coming into the world would 
be an event of world significance, 
and that the signs of that coming 
would be of a global nature. (1) 
Wars would become global. ‘For 
nation shall rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom.’ 
(2) Famines and earthquakes 
would become global. Famines al- 
ways follow wars, and they “are 
often even more devastating. ‘All 
these things are the beginning of 
travail.’ (3) Hatred of his -fol- 
lowers, with persecution, would -be- 
come global. ‘Then shall they de- 
liver you up unto tribulation, and 
shall kill you: and ye shall. be 
hated of all the nations for “my 
name’s sake.’ (4) Confusion among 
His followers would become global. 
‘And then shall many stumble, 
and shall deliver up one another, 
and shall hate one another. And 
many false prophets shalt arise, 
and shall lead many astray. And 
because iniquity shall be multi- 
plied, the love of many shall wax 
cold. But he that endureth to the 
end, the same shall be saved.’ (5) 
Witnessing for the-GoSpel- would 
become global. ‘And the gospel of 
the kingdom shall be preached to 
the whole world for a. testimony 
unto the nations; and then shall 
the end come.’ And yet-<you say 
there are no signs. Have the false 


of 


guessers. about the day and the 
hour made you afraid?” 
Here the editor answers our 


brother’s letter and analyzes the 
teaching of Jesus in Matthew 24, 
showing that no signs are prom- 


ised before the rapture of the 
Saints: 
Dear Dr. Anderson: 


I am.-honored to have your let- 
ter which arrived November 30, 
and was sent on to me, and I 
thank you for your interest In my 
article on “No Signs of Christ's 
Coming.” 

While 
spect for 


having the utmost: re- 
the opinions of a good 
man ‘like yourself, I give you 
briefly the reasons why I cannot 
believe that in Matthew, chapter 
24, Jesus was speaking of signs 
that would appear before the rap- 
ture. 


I. Only One “Sign” Mentioned, 
and That After Rapture 
and Tribulation 
In this discourse 
24, only one “sign” 
coming is mentioned. The disciples 
said, “Tell us, when shall these 
things be? and what shall be the 
sign of thy coming, and of the end 
of the world?” Notice it is only 
one sig?) mentioned. And Jesus an- 
swers that in the same chapter, 
verses 29 and 30. He says, ‘“Im- 
mediately after the tribulation... 
then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven.’ So the 
Single sign here discussed in Mat- 
thew 24 will occur after the tribu- 
lation, and therefore after the 

rapture. 


2. Only “Sign” Mentioned is of 
End of Gentile World 
Rule, After Rapture 


The same sign that points to 
Christ’s coming, points to “‘the end 
of the world,” that is, the con- 
summation of the age. But this 
particular age mentioned, the 
“times of the Gentiles,” will not 
end until Christ sets up His throne 
in Jerusalem. And that is after 
the tribulation, after His return 
with saints and angels, after the 
battle of Armageddon and the de- 
struction of Gentile world powers. 
So the sign mentioned could not 
be before the rapture, and of 
course, could not indicate that the 
rapture was near. 


3. Matthew 24 Does not Men- 
tien “Global War’ and 
there Is No Essential 
Difference In Wars 

I am very familiar with the in- 
terpertation you give that the last 
two so-called world wars were 


in Matthew 
of Christ's 
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The Sword Staff of Evangelist 
and director, Evangelist Bill Rice, 
presented to Dr. Rice on his 58th 


birthday something he has long 
wanted—a Polaroid Land Camera, 
the camera that develops its own 
pictures a minute after you snap 
the shutter! The above picture of 
Dr. Rice was taken on his birthday 
with this camera. Their thought- 
fulness and love are a constant joy 
to Dr. Rice. 


“slobal”’ and tHat the others be- 


fore were not, Actually, of course, [| 


there is a@& sense in which the 
Thirty Years’ War in Europe in- 
volved most of the nations of the 
world. The Napoleonic Wars in- 
volved Europe, Africa, Asia, and 
Mexico. The wars of Caesar and of 
Alexander the Great _ involved 
three continents. Then it is equally 
true that World War I and II did 
not involve every nation in the 
earth. The difference in the wars 
was in degree but not essentially 
in kind. I .believe that one has no 
right to say that Matthew 24:6 
and 7 taken at its face value 
pictures ‘‘global wars” that would 
not picture the wars _ before 
World War I. In fact “nation shall 
rise against nation, and kingdom 
against kingdom” simply states 
that one nation will rise against 
another nation, and one kingdom 
Shall rise against another king- 
dom, There is not even a hint here 
of a global war as such, or uni- 
versal war. That very popular in- 
terpretation, it seems to me, is 
stretched to meet the needs of the 
theory, but that interpretation is 
not inherent in the Scripture. it- 
self. 


Can you say that a war is global 
if it does not involve all the na- 
tions? Is it total war which leaves 
untouched the scores of nations in 
South America, much of Africa, 
and much of Asia? At very best, 
the participation of a majority of 
the nations in the last World War 
was only a token participation, 
and did not seriously threaten the 
nations or occupy much of their 
manpower. or. resources or essen- 
tially immediately concern their 
destiny. The war was bad, but so 
are all wars. 


4, But Wars, Any Kind, Are 
Not Signs of Christ’s 
Coming but Typical 
of the Whole Age, 
Jesus Says 
Again, it goes against the con- 
text to say that in Matthew 24:4-7 
Jesus is speaking at all of any 
signs of His second coming. Only 
one sign was mentioned in the 
question, and only one sign is 
mentioned in Christ’s answer, and 
neither the question nor the an- 
swer referred to the wars, false 
cults, famines, pestilences, and 
earthquakes mentioned in these 
verses, 4 to 7. These verses de- 
scribe the course of the age, and 
Jesus plainly says that ‘‘for all 
these things must come to pass, 
but the end is not yet.” They are 
not to be regarded as signs of 
Christ's coming. They are simply 
the marks of the whole age, con- 
cerning which Jesus plainly warns 
us that we are not to be deceived. 


5. The Preaching of the Gospel 
to All the World Now Could 
Not Be a Sign of Christ’s 
Coming 

You are wrong in supposing that 
Matthew 24:14 refers to this pre- 
sent time. In my humble judg- 
ment, you are entirely wrong in 
Supposing that the present-day 
preaching of the Gospel in all the 
world, now, is referred to in verse 
14, 

In the first place, the Gospel has 


world, 


‘plainly 


letter from Rev. J. R. Faulkner, 
Vice President, Tennessee Temple 
Schools, in Chattanooga, of which 
Dr. Lee Robinson is the president. 
Brother Faulkner tells me that the 
enrollment for the first semester 
in 1953-1954 in Tennessee Temple 
Schools is 593. There are 33 
faculty members. 

In January this school hopes to 
dedicate a new. Student Center 
3uilding, now in progress of con- 
struction. It will have a new din- 


ing hall, gymnasium, reception 
parlor, art department and nurs- 
ery. . : 


The school needs a new admin- 
istration and class room building, 
needs a new girls’ doimitory and a 
new music building. We trust that 
God will supply these needs. Thank 
God for these blessed schools; 
Bible School, College and Theo- 
logical Seminary, which are doing 
such a fine work in training out- 
and-out believers for Christian 
work. Over 95% of the students 
go into full time work as pastors, 
missionaries and evangelists, etc. 
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already been preached in all the 
long, long ago, and that is 
not a peculiar sign of this age. 
The Gospel was preached in all 
the world, even in apostolic times. 
At Pentecost, we are: told, “And 
there were dwelling at Jerusalem 
Jews, devout men, out of every 
nation under heaven,” and these 
had the Gospel preached to them, 
and in turn they preached it to 
their people. In Romans 1:8, Paul 
says, ‘First, I thank my God 
through Jesus Christ for you all, 
that your faith is spoken of 
throughout the whole world.” If 
the whole world had heard of the 
Christian faith of the saints at 
Rome, then the whole world had 
heard the Gospel. And in Colos- 
Slans 1:5 and 6, Paul speaks of 
‘...the gospel; Which is come un- 
to you, as it is in all the world...” 
So all the world had already heard 
the Gospel in apostolic times. 


In the second place, in Matthew 


24:14, Jesus clearly had in mind 
the end of the age, that is, the 
“times of the Gentiles,” and that 
end of the age, or the end of the 
world about which the disciples 
asked in verse 3, will not come 
until after the rapture, after the 
tribulation, after the return of 
Christ in glory with saints and 
angels, and after the battle of 
Armageddon, with the setting up 
of Christ’s throne. It is during the 
tribulation time that the Gospel 
of the kingdom will be preached 
in all the world, again, and then 
will come the end of the tribula- 
tion and the end of the age. So 
the preaching ofthe Gospel now 


in all the world could not. possibly 
besa sign of Christ’s coming. 
oF 


6: Not “False Guessers” but 
ALL Guessers About Christ’s 
Coming Are Wrong 
You say, and I have no doubt 
with the kindliest intention, ‘““Have 
the false guessers about ‘tthe day 
and the hour made you afraic?”’ 
Well, I am not noted for being 
afraid of the opinions of men or 
of being afraid of honest independ- 
ent study of the Bible. But here, 
it seems to me, you and other good 
men miss the point of the whole 
issue. It is not the “false guessers’”’ 
who distress me. It is just guessers 
of any kind. I believe that guess- 
ing about when Christ may come 
is forbidden in the Bible. Jesus 
said that the angels in 
Heaven did not know, that He 
Himself when on earth did not 
know when He~ would return 
(Mark 13:32). He-plainly said 
that it was never intended that 
we should know; “It is not for 
you to know the times or the 
seasons, which the Father hath 
put in his own power” (Acts 1:7). 
The whole matter of speculation 
about when Christ will return is 
wrong for the same reason that 
fortune telling, divining, and 
spiritualism are wrong. It puts 
guessing. into preaching. It puts 
guessing into~ Bible teaching. It 
puts speculation into what ought 
to be rock-ribbed, unmistakable 
proclamation of ‘Thus saith the 
Lord.” It keeps people trying to 
pry into the future which God has 
deliberately hidden and_ keeps 
them occupied about something 


else besides obeying His plain 
command to take the Gospel to 
every creature. I am _ not just 
afraid of “false guessers.” I am 
afraid of ‘‘guessers’” of any kind, 
when it comes to preaching and 
teaching the Bible. And at the 
very best, since: the matter is not 
revealed in the Bible, anybody 
who sets out to say that Jesus 
must come within any day, hour, 
year, age, or that He cannot come 
until any particular event tran- 
spires, is in the realm of specula- 
tion and guessing, not in the realm 
of Bible exposition. 


That is why this, heresy crops 
up so strongly in a hundred new 
cults—British Israelism, Millerism, 
Seventh Day Adventism, Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, and others, and why 
that speculation about the time 
of Christ’s return brings reproach 
on the blessed premillennial hope. 
So it is my earnest plea that 
all Bible believers. come back’ to 
proclamation of “thus saith the 
Lord,” preaching those ~certain 
things which no one can contra- 
dict, instead of guessing and sup- 
posing and stretching Scripture to 
prove a point, which is mainly 
supported only by one’s interpre- 
tation of public events, not by any 
clear statement of God. 


7. Bible Teaches That Jesus 
Might Come At Any Mo- 
ment, Before Any Sign 

Could Be Fulfilled 


Again, the whole clear teach- 
ing of the Saviour concerning His 
imminent Second Coming is to the 
effect that no man knows the day 
or the hour, or can know it, that 
“it is not for you to know the 
times or the seasons, which the 
Father hath put in his own power’”’ 
concerning Christ’s return (Acts 1: 
7). The whole trend and tenor of 
Christ’s teaching is that He might 
return at any moment. And those 
who looked for His coming be- 
fore World War I were obeying 
him, and it would be wrong for 
us to feel that Jesus trifled with 
them, and that He really could not 
return until after certain signs 
were fulfilled, after He had com- 
manded the millions of Christians 
all through the centuries to watch 
and expect His coming. The im- 
portant truth of the imminency 
of Christ’s coming, that is, that He 
may return at any time, absolutely 
contradicts the theory that He 
cannot return until certain signs 
are fulfilled. So, with prayerful 
heart, I have been compelled to 
believe. 

I believe that this watching the 
newspapers for signs, and being 
preoccupied with signs, and this 
setting of dates, more 6r less det- 
inite or indefinite, has brought 
great reproach on the clear Bible 
teaching of the premillennial re- 
turn of Christ, that it distracts 
people from soul winning, and that 
it tends toward false cults and 
false doctrines. 


I am glad to have your letter, 
and I thank God for your faith 


in the personal return of Jesus. 


Christ, as ‘promised in the Scrip- 
ture, 


In the Saviour’s name, yours, 
John R, Rice. | 
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EVANGELIST CHARLES B. 
CUNNINGHAM, Post Office Box 
1811, Chattanooga, Tennessee, has 
just conducted an eleven-day re- 
vival at the Grac@ Baptist Church, 
Des Moines, Iowa, which Pastor 
Henry Van Komer of that church 
describes as ‘‘one of the greatest 
campaigns I have been in.” He also 
writes that there were seventy- 
five conversions in the church 
which has been seeing souls saved 
constantly, so was not suffering 
from a jong spiritual dry spell. 

EVANGEL IST HOMER MAR- 
‘TINEZ, of Austin, Texas, with the 
help of Ronald Wells, Music Direc- 
tor of the Walnut Street Baptist 
Church of Louisville, Kentucky, 
has had a blessed r@vival with Rev. 
‘TT. L. MeSwain and the Bethel 
Baptist Church, Statesville, North 
Carolina. 


There 


were seventy-one deci- 
sions for Christ and the whole 
church was. revived. The pastor 
had the wonderful privilege of 
seeing people wait in line to get 
into the daca 


EVANGEL IST JOSEPH W. AR- 


NETT, 1619 Maine Street, Des 
Moines, Iowa, closed a meeting 
with the Bethel Community 


Church of Des Moines on Novem- 
ber 29. The meeting was. preceded 
by two weeks of incessant prayer 
and planning. Souls were saved, 


saints were revived, and large 
crowds laren 
EVANGEL, IST Ce. 0 V2 Ea 


KEENUM, 507 Third Avenue, W., 
Decatur, Alabama, writes: “Just 
‘ returned from a meeting in West 
Union, Ohio (two one-week meet- 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNERS 


By the Editor 


ings). We didn’t get the world con- 
verted, but we did have about 
seventeen good solid conversions 
and backsliders restored. ‘There 
were only seventeen the first night 
in the first meeting and twenty- 
five the first night in the second 
meeting. We built up to 130 the 
last few ene of wae meeting.” 


EVANGEI Ist JOE B. RICE, 
206 North Roberts Street, Ed- 
mond, Oklahoma, just closed a 
good seven-nights revival with the 
Baptist Church of Truthville, New 
York. This is a very small church. 
The first Sunday they had fifty 
in Sunday School and that was a 
record attendance for that church. 
There were twenty-two first-time 
decisions and fourteen rededica- 
tions. The pastor, Rev. Nathaniel 
Taylor, said that he had only seen 
his father in church twice in his 
life except for funerals and wed- 
dings, but during the meefing he 
came back to the Lord. Two of 
the pastor’s brothers and some of 
the members of their. families 
were sav ed. 


SWORD OF TAZ LARD 
EVANGELIST J. OSCAR WELLS 
held a meeting from November 
24th through December 6th in the 
Bethel Baptist Church, Roberts- 
dale. Alabama. There were twenty- 
one conversions and seven other 
additions to the church. There 
were also twenty definite reded- 
ications and seven promised to be- 
gin a family altar in the home. 

In spite of the bad weather 
conditions the people continued 
each night to pack the church. 
The whole community was stirred 


for Christ and many homes were: 


reunited. 


Introducing .... 


Evangelist 


Bill Thomas 


We are glad that Rev. W. 1. 

(Bill) Thomas, has been led to 

resign the pastorate of the First 
Baptist Chureh of Grandview, 
‘Texas, and is now in full-time re- 
vival work as an evangelist. 

Here is a letter from Rev. M. P. 
Bishop, pastor of the Northside 
Baptist Church, Arlington, Texas, 
introducing Evangelist Thomas. 
“Dear Brother Rice: 

“It is my pleasure to write to 
vou to recommend the bfe and 
work of Evangelist W. I. (Bill) 
‘Thomas. He and his good wife are 
members of our church: we love 
them and believe in the work they 
are doing for our Lord. 

“Brother Thomas is a graduate 
++ 


if Baylor and Southwestern Sem- 
inary and until ‘September’ was 


pastor of the First Baptist Church 
of Grandview, Texas, where the 
Lord blessed mightily with 75 ad- 
ditions in one year. We had this 
dear brother for revival in April 
of this year and our church has 
not been the same since. The Holy 


: 


The overflow crowd in the packed auditorium of the Main Street 


Baptist Church, Saint John, N. B., 


Canada, where Evangelist Hyman 


Appelman held second week of a two-week campaign. The first week's 
meetings were held at the Central Baptist Church. 


SEND. 


your PASTOR 


Moody Founder's Week! 


, Your entire church will benefit! 


At Founder’s Week Conference your pastor 
will have the opportunity of gathering with 
fellow Christians from all over the continent 
indeed, from all over the world—and of 

exchanging new ideas and thoughts with them. 
| He will hear such:outstanding evangelical 
leaders as Dr. Carl Armerding, Dr. William 
Ward Ayer, Dr. William Culbertson, Dr. M. 
R. DeHaan, Dr. V. Raymond Edman, and 
the Rev. Alan Redpath. He’ll see what is go- 
ing on in new methods of evangelism, visual 
aids, and home and foreign missions—and, 
best of all, he’ll go back to your church spir- 
itually invigorated and refreshed . . . filled 
with renewed enthusiasm and zeal for the 


things of the Lord. 


\ For further informeticn, write 
: EXTENSION DEPARTMENT, 0434 
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E INSTITUTE 
Chicago 10, 
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Spirit came in a mighty way and 
the fires of revival were truly 
kindled; during the revival we had 
22 additions, 15 for baptism and 
the meeting was for just a week. 
As the results of that meeting are 
still being seen, and feeling the 
leadership of God, we have invited 
Brother Bill back for a meeting 
December 2-13. 

“T am enclosing letters from 
wo other pastors where Brother 
Thomas has been; these were se- 
cured from him and he has asked 
that they -be returned for filling. 
To recommend him as a man of 
prayer and conviction, a preacher 
of fire and compassion and a be- 
loved friend in the Gospel a 
eenuine pleasure. 

“With the prayer that God will 
use Brother Bill in a mighty evan- 


IS 


gelistic ministry, I am 
“Yours in. Christ, 
“M. P. Bishop” 


I also have at hand a fine com- 
mendation of Evangelist Sill 
Thomas from Dr. C. E. Matthews, 
Secretary of the Department of 
Evangelism of the Southern Bap- 
tist Home Mission Board. Dr. 
Matthews says: “His record as a 
pastor assures the churches that 
would. have him, of constructive, 
evangelistic preaching. His wife is 
an accomplished musician and can 
come accompany him.” 

Pastor E. B. Brooks of East 
Tyler Baptist Church also writes 
commending Evangelist Thomas, 
as does Dr. Wade Freeman, head 
of the Department of Evangelism 
of the Baptist Convention of 
Texas. 

One may write Evangelist Bill 
Thomas at Post Office Box 323, 
Arlington, Texas. 

We find, also, a letter from Rev. 
Doyle Darwin, pastor of Third 
Street Baptist Church, Waco, 
Texas, who says that Brother 
Thomas preached in a blessed re- 
vival in his church with 28 addi- 
tions, a genuine revival among the 
church people and 10 joining the 
church for baptism. He said: ‘““We 


‘found him to be a man of faith, 


prayer, conviction and compassion. 
His preaching is straight, evan- 
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I. On My Heart 


I want to share with you 
thing very much on my heart. 

We must have $17,000 cash to 
pay on our new building site on 
January 1, 1954. This thing is of 
God! He makes it all pee We 
must not fail Him! 

Let every person reading “this. — 
preacher and layman, man and 
woman and child—send right away 
$1.00 or more on this building 


a 


fund. Many will send more, per- 
haps $2.50, $5.00, $10.00, $25.00, 
$50.00, $100, or more. We _ just 
khow you will do this for Him! 

Send check, money order, or 
leave the cash at the office, 214 
W. Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illi- 
nois. 

Use the Christmas stocking, the 
envelopes, or anything else you 
will, but please have a real part 


in this great undertaking for Him! 


Dr. Rice counts on you! We al! 
look to Him and to you in this 
need, 


May God bless you in the doing 
it! 


II. Onen Doors For Him 

I am hoping God will give you 
and. yours a_ blessed Christmas 
season and a great start in the 
New Year 1954. 

God has blessed THE SworpD oF 
THE Lorp in 1953. Lots of souls 
won: an intermediate building; 
many new subscriptions; health for 
Dr. Rice and associates; lots of 
Gospel tracts distributed around 
the world; multitudes of new 
books published; successful reviv- 


ot 


als; spiritual revival conferences; 
a new permanent building site 
purchased. 


God has blessed me in 1953 in 
my ministry. Lots of souls won; 
many re-dedications; doors entered 
in seventeen states of the United 
States, plus Canada and Mexico. 
I have now witnessed for Christ 
in all but eleven states and have 
three different engagements in one 
of those for 1954 (Nebraska). 

I have never preached the Gospel 
in Oregon, Nevada, Idaho, North 
Dakota, Minnesota, New Hamp- 


shire, Vermont, Connecticut, Mas- 


sachusetts, New Jersey, or Nebras- 
ka! I hope to do that some of these 
days to the Glory of God and the 
winning of the lost! 

I have preached the Gospel in 
every city and town and county 
in my native state Mississippi! 

I have preached in countries 
around the world. I have preached 
from Alaska to Argentina, inclu- 
sive, 

Still, I have not done nearly 
enough for Him who has done so 
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“. . . the word of the Lord. . . Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, 
saith the Lord of hosts.”—Zech. 4:6 


By Dr. D. A. (Scotchie}) MeCall 
Minister of Revival Promotion, 
Sword of the Lord Foundation 


I want 1954 to be the.best year 
yet for Him in winning souls. I 
want to have a lot of folks to 
present to Him when I see Him. 
See Isaiah 66:20. Doxology! 

Join me in prayer in this matter. 


Ill. Wheaton to Panama City 


God has blessed us thus far on 
this journey for Him! 

At Tupelo, Mississippi, Friday 
after Thanksgiving, we had a big 
time with Pastor Don Reed and 
the saints of his church. We had 
a good service with one young 
woman saved. It was a brother- 
hood-sponsored meeting. Mr. 
Charles Shurden, president, and 
Mr.. Clayton Herren, secretary, 
came with -Pastor Reed to the 
hotel for dinner with Mrs. McCall 
and me. Fine fellowship was en- 
joyed. They asked me back for a 
revival. 

I had a little visit 
Howard Aultman, 
God's greatest servants I know. 

At Jackson, Mississippi, we 
ed Dr. Rice as he spoke at 
Youth for Christ . meeting 
congregation. that packed 
ereat assembly room of 
wards Hotel. Rev. Harold 
is director of Youth for 
thére and one of God’s finest! 
I saw a multitude of friends! Dr. 
Rice thrilled the great crowd as 
he spoke on, “The Sevenfold Sin 
of Not . Winning Souls.” They 
asked him back! 

Dr. . Rice went on to New 
Orleans for three engagements be- 
fore strategic groups. 

I remained in Jackson to speak 
both services on Sunday in the 
Northside Baptist Church—four 
additions. A third of the congrega- 
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New York address: 
Attorney James E. Bennet 
140 Nassau Street, New York 38, N. Y. 
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Light Days 
Victory 


God truly wrought a 
a months ago in the 

Johnson City 
sent to the 


miracle a 
little town 
Tennessee. A re- 
editor says tha: 
in eight days 456 of its popula- 
tion decided for Ch the youth 
of the town were united for and 
in revival; all the churches came 
together, putting Christ first, and 
worked for the furtherance of the 
Gospel. The town, which had al- 
ready this year been written up 
nationally as the “Little Chicago 
of the South” and as among ths 
ten most sinful cities in the United 
States, is still experiencing the 
joys of revival, according to a re- 


qd 


ist: 


port from the chairman of pub- 
licity and finances, Allan T. Co- 
wan. 


The revival was brought about 
and sponsored by the Christian 
of the town who became: 
at the sinful conditions 
about them. .vangelist Phil 
“Pete” Riggs, Jacksonville, Illinois, 
did the preaching and Rev. Lowell 
Leistner, Tucson, Arizona, led the 
singing. There was much -prayer 
and many tears of concern, and 
as a result the Holy Spirit visited 
them with such power that the 
spiritual level of the whole town 
has been raised, and church mem- 
bership and church attendance has 
increased. 

One correspondent writes, ‘To- 
day this same miracle is going on - 
in Johnson City among the youth. 
Their fervor has grown in inten- 
sity for the winning of lost souls. 
and their one passion is to live fo: 
Christ.” 


'tion was made up 
friends through the 

Miss Geraldine 
A. Jones, Mrs. John Halbrook. 
Mr.’ and Mrs. W. H. Abernathy, 
and Mr. and Mrs. J: B. Sullivan, 
Jr., gave a lovely turkey dinner 
affair for Dr. Rice. Mrs. J. C. Hal- 
brook, Jr., Rev. and Mrs. Harold 
Jordan, Rev. and: Mrs. Soloff 
Astokhoff (of Russia), and Mrs. 
McCall and I were happy to be 
participating guests. 

We joined Dr. 
Mobile. Dr. and 


of visitors, 
years. 
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Rice again at 
Mrs. Bob Jones. 
sr. were there, also. We had a 
good time in the Lord. It was 
good to see again choice friends 
there, the John Hilbuns, the. Bill 
Scruges, the B. S. Hilbuns, Dr. 
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to the entire 
PACIFIC AREA! 
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Fon ‘Young Poople ae 


Whack. es of Sigaig 


By the late Arthur I. Brown, M.D. 


Enthralling and Curious Facts of Na- 
ture Showing the Miraculous Scientific 
Evidences of God’s Hand in Creation. 


39 Wonderful Chapters. 


CHAPTER VII 


RIVERS 


Today we think of the magnificent system of rivers 
which furrow the earth, constituting a grand: system of 
drainage and irrigation. The benefits derived from the mag- 
nificent network of rivers which cover the globe are obviously 
incalculable. Besides draining the earth of its surplus waters 
‘without which some of the fairest portions of its surface 
would soon be submerged, they are the means by which living 
creatures on the dry land are furnished with their needed 
drink, and man is given a most valuable food supply from 


the fish bred in the waters. 


They also open great channels 
of commerce with distant and in- 
terior countries; while, in their 
course to the sea, they provide un- 
limited power and facilities for 
manufacture. Rivers have built 
and have furnished the wealth of 
the most renowned cities of earth, 
where the richest monuments of 
art and industry have been as- 
sembled. 

In Europe we find four great 
rivers. The Rhone, 400 miles long, 
drains about 7,000 square miles; 
the Rhine, 700 miles in length 
carries to the sea the waters from 
about 15,000 square miles; the 
Danube pursues its course for 
1,800 miles, taking the waters 
from an expanse of not less than 
55,000 square miles; while the 
2,000 mile-long Volga, winding 
Slowly along its course, gathers 
the waters of one-half of the great 
Russain Empire. 


Asia has a still more magnifi- 
cent system. China has two rivers, 
each more than 3,000 miles long, 
and Siberia two others of equal 
size. In Siam there are the Iriwad- 
di and Maykaung, while in west- 
ern Asia are the Euphrates and 
Tigris of ancient memory. 

British India has large rivers 
running for thousands of miles, 
the most celebrated being the 
Ganges which leaps into sight for 
the first time from a perpendicu- 


Jar wall of ice in the Himalayas, 


and pursuing a course of almost 
1,900 miles; draws its “sacred” 
waters from a district of unequal- 
led fertility, embracing an area of 
not less than 400,000 square miles. 

Africa has comparatively few 
rivers, the Niger stretching its 
crooked length for 2,000 miles, and 
the Nile 3,200 miles long, for the 
last 800 miles receiving not a 
Single tributary. 

In America we find. rivers of 
Supreme magnitude and grandeur. 
The St. Lawrence drains 300,000 
square miles; the Mississippi, 4,000 
miles long, draws its waters from 
a surface of 1,000,000 square miles. 
The Amazon is king of them all 
and near its mouth presents a 
stream 100 miles wide and 600 
feet deep. 

There are ocean rivers which 
flow as definitely and regularly 
as the Danube or the Nile: Their 
channels are established for thous- 
ands of miles, as they pursue their 
course along beds and between 
banks of other and _ different 
water, as fixed as if built of gran- 
ite rock. 

The most remarkable of these is 
the famous Gulf Stream, so named 
because it was long supposed to 
originate in the Gulf of Mexico. 
Its exact origin is not yet fully 
. known, but Humboldt and others 
believe that it receives its first 
imnulse near the Southern ex- 
tremity of Africa. 

From the Gulf of Mexico this 
stream flows into the Atlantic be- 
tween Florida and Cuba, whence 
it runs northward nearly parallel 
to the coast of the United States, 
until it reaches Nova Scotia and 
Newfoundland, where it makes a 
great bend, throwing one branch 
downward toward the Azores, 


» 


while the other spreads out and 
flows north to the British Isles, 
and thence to the Polar Sea. 


The banks and bottom of this 
magnificent river are of cold water 
while its main stream is warm. It 
is 70 miles wide, 3,000 feet deep 
and equal in volume to more than 
a thousand Mississippis at full 
flood. Along the Florida coast its 
speed is about 80 miles a day, but 
by the time it has reached the 
Azores, it has slowed down to ten 
miles a day. Its color, as far as the 
coasts of the Carolinas, is indigo 
blue. Its banks or edges are well 
defined with the middle of the 
stream considerably higher than 
the edges, so that it runs like a 
serpentine ridge upon the surface 
of the ocean. What is still more 
remarkable, it runs up hill. In part 
of its course the gradient of its bed 
is not less than five or six feet to 
the mile. 

Its most notable characteristic 
is its effect on climate due to its 
high temperature. As it leaves the 
Gulf of Mexico its temperature is 
86 degrees F. After traversing ten 
degrees of latitude, it remains at 
$4 degrees, and when it has travel- 
led 3,000 miles north, it still pre- 
serves in winter the heat of sum- 
mer. Continuing its course, it 
overflows its liquid banks’ and 
spreads over thousands of square 
miles a mantle of warmth. This 
heat is carried by the west winds 
Over all the west coast of Europe, 
softening and ameliorating its 
climate. 

Thus the British Isles are made 
habitable, even though in the same 
latitude as Labrador, which ‘is 
bound in the grip of ice and snow. 
Life is made possible in Norway 
and Sweden, where otherwise 
eternal cold would prevail. 


In view of these considerations, 
are we not justified in believing 
that the Gulf Stream is another 
evidence of our God's design and 
forethought? 

Scarcely less remarkable is the 
Japanese Current, which rtins a- 
long the Pacific Coast and has a 
somewhat similar effect there. 
Then there is the great Polar 
Stream bearing down in the op- 
posite direction to the Gulf 
Stream—a sort of compensatory 
current. This rises in the distant 
recesses of Baffin’s Bay and the 
Greenland Sea and, studded with 
icebergs, sweeps along the coast 


-of Labrador, encircling the island 


of Newfoundland in its chill em- 
brace. As it journeys south, it en- 
counters the Gulf Stream running 
northwestward. As the paths of 
these two giants cross each other, 
they seem to struggle for right of 
way. Their hostile waters refuse 
to mingle and each continues to 
retain its color and temperature. 
From the force of the shock, the 
Gulf Stream falters in its course, 
momentarily, and is deflected to- 
wards the South. The Polar cur- 
rent, unable to break through the 
mass of water in the Gulf Stream, 
dives under its bed and hastens on 
to the tropics, bringing its re- 
freshing coolness to these heatrid- 
den countries. 


e:i carry along with them vast num- 


orders for it can be filled.) 


It is obvious that by reason of 
this perpetual circulation of the 
waters of the deep—the streams 
flowing from and to. the equator— 
not only is the rigorous cold of 
the polar regions relieved, but 
the exhausting heat of the tropics 
is modified. 


There is another interesting 
fact. The streams which flow from 
the Polar Seas toward the South 


bers of excellent fish from the 
colder latitudes. In this way there 
is supplied to the people of the 
warmer regions, food which could 
not be found in the heated waters 
of the southern seas. 

As we view our globe in its 
outlines of land and water, with 
its manifold and complicated ar- 
rangements, we are able to see a 
bit of God’s mind as He formed 
and fashioned, measured = and 
weighed, and imposed His divine 
will on all the details of his 
marvelous system. When the 
waters gathered themselves, it was 
not at random but in strict con- 
formity to His plan. When the 
various currents devised by Him 
began to circulate, there was no 
chance but rather Omniscience in 
action. No wonder God pronounced 
everything “good.” 

Rivers add greatly to the beauty 
of our world. Our God has pro- 
vided us with innumerable objects 
which charm the eye and ravish 
our senses. 


Some day Christ will once more 
visit the earth and will reign in 
person as King of kings and Lord 
of lords. We read in Isaiah, the 
33rd chapter, verses 20 and 21, of 
“Jerusalem, a quiet habitation, a 
place of broad rivers and streams 
wherein shall go no galley with 
oars, neither shall gallant ship 
pass thereby.” What a charming 
picture of restful beauty! How we 
covet that quietness which 
is almost impossible to _ Se- 
cure today because of the 
increasing demands of busi- 
ness and the thousand and one 
things which distract our minds 
and unsettle our spirits. Most of 
us long for an afternoon by the 
riverside sitting under the shade 
of widespreading branches, just to 
read and meditate without the 
maring intrusions of clanging tele- 
phone bells or the raucous noises 
which characterize our every day 
life. When God once again assumes 
control and takes over the helm 
of this sinking ship, which we call 
“our world,” then we shall indeed 
“rest in the Lord.” 

This will be the reward confer- 
red upon all those who have taken 
that living water which only 
Christ can supply. It is offered 
freely to every individual, but be- 
fore it can effect its remarkable 
transformation, there must be a 
definite and personal act of ac- 
ceptance from the Lord who of- 
fers it. It can work no miracles, 
if it is refused. In other words, 
what is required is a decision—an 
act of the will which involves not 
only a sense of sin and a know- 
ledge of the penalty of sin, but a 
change of attitude toward Jesus 
Christ. Sufficient living water is 
available for the salvation of all 
people on earth. This does not by 
any means guarantee that all will 
be saved, as some seem to think. 
It does guarantee eternal life to 
all who make the great decision. 

It is a tragic and undoubted 
fact that comparatively few are 
willing to‘accept this freely-offered 
gift of God, and here is a mystery. 
Is it possible to explain why in- 
telligent men and women, hearing 
this “good news” of God’s amaz- 
ing offer which brings absolute 
nardon for sin and an eternity in 
Heaven, without price, will turn a 
deaf ear preferring eternal death, 
which is the only alternative? 

Once more I ask you to listen to 
what God, Himself, has to say, as 
recorded in Isaiah, the 55th chap- 
ter: 

“Ho, every one that thirsteth, 
come ye to the waters, and he 
that hath no money; come ye, 
buy and eat; yea, come, buy 
wine and milk without money 
and without price. Wherefore 
do ye spend money for that 
which is not bread? and your 
labor for that which satisfieth 
not? hearken diligently unto 
me... Incline your ear and come 
unto me: hear and your soul 
shall live.’ 

Will you do this today? 


(This book is now out of print, and the 
Sword of the Lord Publishers’ supply is 
exhausted. We are sorry that no more 


“Dear Brother Rice: 


8 More Japanese Accept 
Christ: Decision Slips 
Sent To Editor 


Gladly, we pass on the following letter to our readers: 


“T greet you in Jesus’ name from 
Japan! 

“Today I went to the prison 
in this city and had the privilege 
of leading a seeker to faith in 
Christ. What a joy it is to win 
souls! How often-I have thanked 
God for the testimony that goes 
out through THE Sworp each week 
and for the other’ soul-saving 
literature that is being spread 
across the world. 

“As I had the chance to deal 
with another man in prison, I 
asked him how it was with his 
soul. He said he was saved and 
he had believed after reading your 
booklet, ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ He knew Christ had died 
for his sins and after he was 
saved, he had bought a Bible and 
had been reading it regularly. 
Praise God for real fruit! Here 
are seven others who have scnt 
in their names saying they desire 
to accept Christ. I have written 
them and have sent them addition- 
al Bible literature. 


“Bless God, our labor in the 
Lord is not in vain! Keep sending 
us more tracts for I won't feel I 
have fulfilled my debt to these 
souls in Nagano area until all have 
a chance to read this message you 
have written by God’s help. Pray 
for us. 

“Working together to populate 
Heaven— 

Jim Norton 
Nagano City, Japan 

Since most of the correspond- 
ence from Japanese accepting 
Christ is handled through the 
Evangelical Alliance Mission fol- 
low-up office in Tokyo, we do not 
see many of the letters, nor hear 
of the results. However, it was re- 
ported to us that in ‘a year’s time, 
over 2,800 decisions were made for 
Christ after reading the little 


ee 


I Do to Be Saved?” which has 
reached 2,584,000 copies there. 
Surely by now thousands of others 
have been won, We now have | 
working in our office part time 
a Japanese girl who, before enter- 
ing Wheaton college this semester, 
worked in the follow-up office in 
Japan. She tells us how carefully 
new converts are followed up 
there. i 

Pray for this. work. Many of 
Sworp readers have made the wide 
distribution possible by your gifts. 
to the Free Literature Fund. Re- 
joice with us that souls continue 
to find Christ. 


booklet in Japanese, “What Must 
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J.R-REDINGTON & CO. 
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workers. Graduates. labor successfully 


i a a i i i a ee i ee i i i i ae a 


rTrTrrTV Ve OorOOrTCOrCOrTOVreOrCVrOTrTeroeorewreowrewevwvewewvervewrereowewweefwm8T"TwreoVGewTeVWwTeGhUGYTemhCUmUGehCOTOhCehOTrerh eS hehCUCerhUerlCOreOrehU SUT 


ae ENROLL NOW FOR WINTER SEMESTER! 
American Seminary of the Bible 
Where God’s Word and prayer are first 


A thorough three-year Bible theological course which prepares for Christian 
leadership pastors, Bible teachers, evangelists, missionaries, and other Christian 


12,000,000 Pagzans outside any Protestant church in Metropolitan New York. 
The American Seminary is sustained by 
FOR TUITION, ROOM, OR BOARD. 
Rev. T. MacDonald, President 
1101 East 35th Street, Brooklyn 10, New York, U.S.A. 
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. In Canada write to: Rev. W. Elwyn Davies, 704 Main Street, E., Hamilton, Ont. 
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God in answer to prayer. NO CHARGE 
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BOCA RATON 
FLORIDA 


RIGHT: view of beautiful grounds 
BELOW: Ira Lee Eshelman, Pres. 


Near Ocean 
Golf, tennis 


Recreational 
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& Excellent Food 


Winter Bible G 
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‘Swimming Pool 


Hear America’s outstanding Bible 
teachers and talented gospel musi- 
cians. Enjoy the rich fellowship of 
God’s people ...in tropical Florida. 


For Reservations 
or Information: 


— 


Write “Bible Grounds” Box A, Boca Raton, Fla. 
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ed: Quarterlies, Work 
Pict-o-Art and Big New 
lesson 
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110-118 E. OAK ST. Dept. S88 B 
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This well known 


UNIFORM BIBLE LESSON OUTLINES 


In use for 7 years by many leading churches. 
Cover all departments, include everythin 
Books, Fla Soma 


series for YOU! 
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eries e 
system every Christian wants to see. ; 


a is wel proverb reminds us of the need today of early spiri 
training that is reliably evangelical. The new lesson series of the National 
Sunday School Association is the an 
Lessons are in the beloved 
King James Version and free 
of modernistic influence. 


swer. Send today for full information. | 


MAIL COUPON FOR FULL DETAILS 


| Please send me full particulars of the N.S.S.A. Unifc 
Bible Lesson S , the brand new evangelical teach 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Page Five 


Okinawa Opportunity 
By ‘Bob Shelton ~ 
Orient Crusades, P. O. Box 260, Naha, Okinawa 


Okinawa offers one of the greatest opportunities of our 
time, There are over 53,000 students in the high schools, not 
including thousands more on sixty-two other Islands of the 
Ryukyus. 


High school students in Okinawa being reached with the Gospel. 


Every senior high school has 
been reached, and over two-thirds 
of the junior high schools. We go 
to the principal a few days in ad- 
vance to ask permission for a 
meeting in his school, and urge 
him to invite every teacher and 
student. Over one hundred prin- 
cipals have been asked, and not a 
single one has given a negative 
answer. 

We were driving in the north 
last week and noticed a school to 
which we had never been before. 
Since we were so far north, I was 
afraid we might not get back that 
way for inany months, so we asked 
the principal to let us have a 
meeting that day. The students 
were already in class, but he 
promised to assemble them as soon 
as the bell rang. After. a short 
musical program, we preached a 


‘message that most-of them. had 


never heard before. Many opened 
their hearts and by simple faith, 


received Jesus Christ. ‘Where in 
America do you find such an 
open door? 

One day we went over the 


mountains to a little village that 
had never been reached with the 
Gospel. Walking along the trail, 
I began thinking seriously and 
wondered why these people had 
been neglected. The commission of 
the Lord was to go into “‘all”’ the 
world, yet here were these people. 


Suddenly I spotted a little bright 
object a few feet in front of. us. 
I reached down and picked it up— 
a Lucky Strike package. This an- 
swered my question. The church is 
not“as eager to reach men with 
the message of salvation as the 
cigarette industry is to popularize 
a little weed. These people knew 
that “Lucky Strike means finer 
tobacco,’ but did not know that 
Jesus Christ is the only Saviour 
of the world. 


How I wish you could come 
along to some of our village meet- 
ings. AS many as six and seven 
hundred hungry-hearted Okina- 
wans try to squeeze into a little 
grass-roofed building. What a joy 
to preach Christ to them! 


God has abundantly blessed the | 


ministry of teams that have come 
to help us, such as Orient Cru- 
sades Director Dick Hillis, Ells 
Culver, Bob Fischer, Jesse Miller, 
Ken Erickson, Walter Mussen, and 
the Asbury male quartet. Space 
does not permit telling you about 
the twelve-month Bible Corres- 
pondence Course, and the hund- 
reds of people studying the Bible 
through the mail. Pray for Bob 
and Jean Boardman as they head 
up this phase of the work. Pray— 
the harvest is being gathered in. 


We are counting on your pray- 
2 
ers. 


“Preaching, Power and Promotion 


(Continued on page 3) 


W. Stabler, and other preacher 
and lay friends in Christ. 

Now we are at lovely Panama 
City with that spiritual dynamo, 
Rev. Hugh F. Pyle, and his folks 
and many others. Last night in a 
high hour, as I gave opportunity, 
many people publicly said they had 
won one or more persons to pre- 
sent to Jesus when they meet Him. 
And at least a hundred lifted 
hands saying, “With Him, we go 
out to win someone to Him as a 
present when we meet Him.” Note 
Isaiah 66:20. Doxology! Nearly a 
half hundred ministers were pres- 
ent. 

God marches on! 


IV. Do It Now! 


As you read this Dr. Rice will 
be in the process of paying the 
$17,000 due January 1 on the per- 
manent SWORD location. So, if 
you have not sent in your offering 
for this purpose DO IT NOW! If 
you have not done your best for 
Him, DO IT NOW! 

We paid the $5,000 as a down 
payment when the property was 
purchased. The $17,000 is the sec- 
ond installment! You will want to 
have a part in this work for Him! 
DO IT NOW! 

Then, the third and final pay- 
ment of $44,000-will be made on 
this location on August 1! We will 
then be ready for the building it- 
self! Doxology! 


V. Lakeland to Miami 


After a series of spiritual vic- 


tories al Tupelo, Jackson, New 
Orleans, Mobile and Panama City, 
as previously reported, Dr. Rice 
and I moved on down tor a four 
day campaign at Lakeland and 
vicinity. Dr. Lee. Roberson. joined 
in for this series. We met in the 
new Calvary building, Rev. Harold 
Bowe, pastor. The meetings were 
largely attended and very spirit- 
val. Decisions in salvation § and 
consecration were made. I preach- 
ed at Eloise Baptist Church, 
Eloise, Florida, Rev. Cecil Pea- 
cock, pastor—two additions at 
night. I was at Lakeland—s3 addi- 
tions. 

Dr. Rice and I then moved down 
to Miami, speaking in the Bible 
Institute; Sylvania Heights Bap- 
tist Church, Rev. Wayne Van 
Gelderen, pastor; Southside Bap- 
tist Church, Rev. W. H. (Bill) 
Rittenhouse, Jr., pastor, etc. Dr. 
Rice also brought a great message 
to the Christian Business Men’s 
Committee of the city. 

Indicative of the great response 
accorded these meetings some 45 
pastors were present at Jackson; 
36 pastors present at Panama 
City; over 75 pastors at Lakeland, 
and several at Miami. Some 100 
pastors heard Dr.. Rice in New 
Orleans. : 

The people in large numbers 
heard Dr. Rice and other speakers. 
I have never seen a finer spirit, 
enjoyed better fellowship, or been 
accorded more courtesies. 


Many pastors with much people 


H appy birthday, Dr. 


By Rev. Walter Handford, Gen. Mer. 


Rice! 


Friday, December 11, Dr. Rice 


was 58 years old. He flew in that 
morning from a Revival Confer- 
ence in Miami, Florida, so he 
could be with all of us on his 
birthday. 

For two week’ an enthusiastic 
committee here in the offite had 
been hard at work planning a 
birthday dinner for Dr. Rice and 
also Mrs. Rice, whose birthday is 
December 20. Fairy Shappard, 
Marge Ford, Bonnie Schlutow, 
Marie Hughen, and Butch Carr 
made up’ this committee = § and 
worked long hours with other 
helpers. 

The banquet was held in the 
basement banquet hall of the First 
Baptist Church. We are grateful 
to the gracious members of that 
church for this kindness. Rev. 
Robert L. Gilbert, pastor of the 
church, was present and asked 
God’s blessing for the meal. The 
food was “out of this world,” pre- 
pared by the committee. Generous 
servings of baked ham, . baked 
sweet and Irish potatoes, vege- 
tables, salad and desert made a 
meal fit for a king. 

Nearly the whole Sword staff 
(there were sixty-seven guests in 
all) was on hand to fete Dr. Rice 
on this special occasion. 

After dinner, Milton “Butch” 
Carr of the Production Department 
led the group in singing ‘““The Win- 
dows of Heaven,” “Joy, Joy, My 
Heart Is Full of Joy,’ and ‘Oh, 
Say But I’m Glad.” Each person 
had a piece of cake with a candle 
at his plate. During the singing 
each one lighted his candle and 
the other lights were turned out 
while we all sang ‘‘Happy Birth- 
day’ to Dr. and Mrs. Rice. As our 
custom has been, we added a 
second verse which ends “... May 
God’s richest blessing abide upon 
you.” 

The program which followed the 
dinner was most unusual. Here at 
the Sword we are fortunate to 
have many talented folks to help 
on such occasions. 

The music was very fine. Rose 
Courtright and Mary Boone played 
as piano duets two of Dr. Rice’s 
favorite songs. Rose is one of our 
mailreaders and comes’ from 
Miami, Florida; Mary is a native 
of Fredericton, New Brunswick, 
works in the Advertising Depart- 
ment. Joy Rice, now a Junior in 
Wheaton Academy, sang, “Sweet 
Little Jesus, Boy” and Marge Rob- 
bins very beautifully sang ‘‘Seek- 
ing For Me.’ 

Unknown to all of us, Jessie, 
Joanna and Joy Rice had pre- 
pared and sang a musical tribute 
for their Daddy to the tune, “I 
Love You Truly.” I thought you 
would enjoy the words just as we 
did. 


Here to our father 
tribute we bring, 

And of his virtues 
gladly we'll sing, 

May God go with you 
each year by year, 

For we love you truly, 
Daddy Dear. 


Kindly and tender, 
Manly and. strong, 
Always expressing 
im sermon and song 
God’s love and mercy 
to souls far and near, 
So we love you truly, 
Daddy Dear. 


Moment by moment, 
Each day by day, 

May God’s good blessing 
lighten your way; 

Each day be fruitful, 
God always near, 

For we love you truly, 
Daddy Dear. 


Bob Main, husband of assistant 
advertising manager, Neva Main, 
was with us for the banquet. All 
of us were remembering the time 
a year ago when Bob was very 
seriously injured in an airplane 
wreck. Many of us prayed earnest- 
ly with Neva and the Lord Spared 
Bob’s life. Now, after long months 
in a cast, he has just recovered to 


our Lord Jesus Christ. They. listen 
eagerly to men who believe the 
Bible. God blesses again and again! 

THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
has an army of friends! It grows! 
People generally gave a great wel- 


are hungry for the real Gospel of 


where he can climb steps again. 
Bob has been a blessing to many 
doing Gospel magic for. church 
groups but this was his first ap- 
pearance since the accident. It 
was a special thrill for us to have 
Bob: give his testimony and per- 
form his magic with application 
to the work of the Sword of the 
Lord. 


Two members of the staff gave 


testimonies. of what Dr. Rice and 
THE Sworp had meant in their 
lives. Mr. W. A. MacLeod, who 


came in June as assistant manag- 
er, told of how the Lord led him 
here to this work. He also related 
what a. definite part. both THe 
SWORD OF THE LorD and Dr. Rice's 
meeting in Moncton, New Bruns- 
wick, had had in his surrender to 
full-time Christian work. Erin 
Grafton, secretary to Grace Rice 
MacMullen, read, as a challenge 
for the coming year, Isaiah 45:1 
and 2. She made a beautiful ap- 
plication of these verses to Dr. 
tice and his ministry. 

The workers here at the office 
joined together and purchased a 
lovely radio and record player for 
Dr. Rice and a Christmas table 
centerpiece for Mrs. Rice. Dr. 
Rice loves music, so this record 
player is close at hand in his of- 
fice for his relaxation during the 
day. It will be a constant reminder 
of the love his staff has him 
in this ministry. 


for 


There was a wonderfully sweet 
spirit in the whole banquet and 


finest 
Dave 


When 
sales- 
there was 


ever had. 
Frost, our wholesale 
man, cloSed in prayer, 
the detinite assurance that we 
were all partners together with 
Dr. Rice in the greatest ministry 
in the world—that of reaching the 
lost with the Gospel. 

I was about to say that not a 
single thing was lacking at Dr. 
Rice’s Birthday Banquet. We had 
wonderful food, good fellowship 
and a blessed time. But there was 
one thing missing. I wish that you 
and the many other members of 
the Sword Family scattered a- 
round the world could have been 
with us to make the 
complete. Still I feel in my heart 
you were there—you who pray for 
us and back us up in this work of 
getting out the Gospel. And when 
the rewards are counted up in 
Heaven, I think you'll be right 
there with us, rejoicing over pre- 


we nave 


cious souls brought to Christ 
through Dr. Rice and THE SworpD 


OF THE LORD. 


many commented that it was the | 


fellowship | 


| 


MOVING SOON? 


To make 


sure of getting your 
Sword promptly, please send ad- 
vance notice of your change of 
address directly to us. 
At least five weeks before change 
takes effect let us know: 
1. Date you're moving 
2. Old Address 
3. New Address 
If you clip the old mailing label 
from your Sworp and send it in 
with your change of address, that 


tas ~ 


Write to THe Sworbd or THE Lorp. 


214 W. Wesley. St., Wheaton, I} li- 
nois. 
It's possible to have your mailing 


address corrected by filing your new 
address with the Post Office, which 
in turn will notify us. But if a copy 
of the magazine is sent before that 
notice reaches us, it means expense 
for you in forwarding postage. 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE. LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


2 Great Songs i 


“THE HEM OF HIS ROBE” ; 


“SOMEBODY BIGGER 
THAN 
YOU AND I” 
Recorded by 
GEORGE BEVERLY SHEA 


Also Sung in the Billy Graham Film 


“OIL TOWN U.S. A.” 
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‘ 
50 Sheet Music From Your ! 


Local Music Dealers, Bible 
And Book Stores or From Us. 
MILESTONE 
selma Ave. Hollywood 28, Calif. 


MUSIC CO. 
6526 Selma A\ Cali 


oe 


Mission 
lands 

call for § 
SKILLED 
NURSES 


...to meet physical | 
and spiritual needs 


Fort Wayne Bible College and 
an approved Fort Wayne hos- 
pital now offer a co-operative 
program of Bible College edu- 
cation and nurses iraining... 
a- five-year course leading to 
R.N. and Bachelor of Science 
degree in Missionary Nursing 
Service. A Christian program 
for Christian service. 
© 


Write for special nurses folder 
9 


S$. A. Witmer, Ph.D., President 


FORT WAYNE BIBLE COLLEGE 


808 W. Rudisil! Bivd. 


Fort Wayne 6, Indiana 


too. 


In its thirty-seventh edition. 


(Continued on page 6) 


Proclaiming the truths of the Bible is the prime 
task of the Sunday school teacher. 


BROADMAN COMMENTS is published yearly to help 


teachers prepare interest-provoking, Bible-centered lessons. 
a commentary on the International Sunday school lessons, Uniform 
Series, which is also practical and satisfying help for class members 


Each quarterly unit is introduced briefly. Each lesson follows this 
easy-to-use outline: Notes on the Lesson Passage, Lesson Outline, 
Lesson Interpretation, and The Lesson in Life. 


POINTS FOR EMPHASIS, pocket size, gives an intro- 


duction, a summary, and comments on every lesson—with a brief 
application to contemporary living. 


Buy these Broadman books 
at your nearest Book Store 


BROADMAN COMMENTS 
POINTS FOR EMPHASIS 
make the major points clear, 


concise—easily understood, 


Here is 


$2.25 


readings. 


Includes daily Bible 
75 cents 
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Moody Bible Institute to Hold 
Annual Founder’s Week 
Conference February 1-7 


Some 50,000 are expected to at- 
tend the § forty-eighth annual 
Founder’s Week Conference of the 
Moody Bible Institute, to be held 
February 1-7. 

The conference marks the 117th 
anniversary of the birth of the 
Institute’s founder, Dwight L. 
Moody. More than twenty out- 
standing speakers will be “heard 
during the week, when evening 
meetings will be held in Moody 
Memorial Church. During-the day, 
meetings will be held in the Tor- 
rey-Gray Auditorium of Moody 
Bible Institute. Speakers will in- 
clude Dr. Jack Shuler, Dr. William 
Ward Ayer, Dr. V. Raymond Ed- 
man, etc. 

Wheaton College to Sponsor 

Summer Bible Lands Tour 

Wheaton College, Wheaton, Illi- 
mois, will again sponsor a summer 
Bible Lands cruise, sailing from 
New York on June 30, 1954, an- 
nounces Dr. Joseph P. Free, pro- 


ARE YOU INTERESTED 


in a separated 
missionary testimony 


REACHING JAPAN 
NOW 


by means of gospel broadcasts in 
the Japanese language over two of 
the largest commercial radio sta- 
tions in Japan, reaching an area of 
approximately fifteen million peo- 
ple? We are praying to continue 
to widen the ministry on the air 
to cover all of Japan. 


FOR INFORMATION WRITE: 


TOKYO BIBLE CENTER 


Timothy Pietsch—Director 
179 Miyamae Cho, Meguro Kau, 
Tokyo, Japan 
Dr. Robert Rayburn—Secretary 
450 Avenue 64, Pasadena, Calit. 


fessor of archeology at Wheaton, 
and director of both the summer 
and early spring tours. Dr. and 
Mrs. Free will head the early 
spring tour, leaving New York 
on February 25; while Dr. and 
Mrs. Kenneth S. Kantzer will head 
the June 30th tour. Dr. Kantzer is 
chairman of the Bible and Phil- 
osophy department at Wheaton 
College. 

This cruise was originated seven- 
teen years ago and is open to 
Christian people of all ages. The 
trip is of six weeks duration, with 
three weeks spent in the Palestine 
area. Dr. Free makes all arrange- 
ments for both tours. For further 
details, please write to Dr. Joseph 


P. Free, Wheaton College, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 
* * * 


New Rental Policy for C. O. 
Baptista Films 


On August 15, 1953, C. O. Bap- 
tista Films, Wheaton, Illinois, sent 
out the following announcement 
concerning a new policy covering 
film rentals and offerings: “If the 
offering taken is more than the 
rental rate plus postage expense, 
you may keep the difference for 
your church. If the offering is less, 
however, just send us the offer- 
ing.” 

This non-profit Christian film 
company now goes one step fur- 
ther: “If there is a genuine con- 
version, a soul saved by his be- 
lieving in the Lord Jesus Christ 
and trust in Him for his salvation, 
we will cancel the rental charge. 
No announcement of this offer 
must be made to the congregation, 
as you will want the event to be 
genuine, real, Holy Spirit moti- 
vated.” , 

” ok i ok 
Harringay Arena Secured For 
Billy Graham London Crusade 


The Executive Committee for 


Dr. Bob 


If the Lord tarries, our Chris- 
tian friends will be reading this 
statement just at the first of 
the year 1954. We are earnestly 
appealing to all of you to put 
Bob Jones University, my son, 
the president of the institution, 
and myself, the founder, and all 
of our faculty and staff and 
student body on your daily 
prayer list. We are _ trusting 
God that 1954 will be the 
greatest year in the history of 
this school, which God led us 
to found more than _ twenty- 
seven years ago. This present 
school year is the most wonder- 
ful year we have ever had. I 
could tell you some of the most 
miraculous things that God has 
done. More and more I realize 
the blessed truth—if God be for 
us, who can be against us? All 
the guns mounted on hell’s bat- 
tlements cannot harm a Chris- 
tian or an institution that is 
working in line with the will 
and purpose of God. I assure 
you friends that from the day 
this school. was- founded, we 
have endeavored to be true to 
God and do just what He would 
have us do. Please keep pray- 
ing for us. It is so much easier 
to take a stand than it is to 
keep standing. These are days 
of testing. The devil is. so 
subtle in his approach, and 
sometimes it is rather difficult 
to know when he is makihg 
the approach. Every victory we 
have ever had in the history 
of the school has come in an- 
swer to the prayers of God’s 
people. So please keep praying 
for us. 

If everyone who reads this 
statement will just send a 
financial gift of some amount 
to the Student Loan Endow- 
ment and Missionary Fund dur- 
ing the year 1954, we will be 
able to do so much good to so 
many people. Just. a day or 
two ago, we sent more than 
$2,000 to the foreign mission 
field. We are trying to get the 
Gospel out to the ends of the 
earth, and we are trying to 
help a number of young people 


Jones Says: 


helping us select students. We 


get their training in Bob Jones 
University who are not able to 
pay all of their expenses. We 
need your financial assistance. 
Remember, half of the money 
that you send in that is not 
definitely earmarked for some 
purpose is used for the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund and the 
other half is used to get the 
Gospel out. 

We appreciate the @o-opera- 
tion of our Christian friends in 


have no difficulty getting stu- 
dents, but we want to be care- 
ful about getting the right kind 
of young people so we can train 
the right kind of Christian 
leaders in these awful and try- 
ing days. We are putting tre- 
mendous emphasis this year on 
morale building. We want to 
send out Christian leaders to 
maintain high Christian stand- 
ards of living and consecration 
in the service of the Lord Jesus 
Christ; so any co-operation you 
can give us in helping us select 
the right kind of students will 
be greatly appreciated. As time 
goes on, we _ find ourselves 
thanking God more and more 
for our good and = faithful 
friends who have shared and 
are sharing with us in the work 
which God has called us to do 
here on Bob Jones University 
campus. We hope that 1954 will 
be a great year for all of you, 
and I pray that during the year 
we may help bear one another’s 
burdens and so fulfill the law 
of Christ. You can help us bear 
our burden by praying for us 
and by helping us help young 
people who need help and help- 
ing us in our effort to get the 
Gospel out on the mission field, 
and also in helning us’ select 
the right kind of students who 
are interested in the type of 
training we offer in Bob Jones 
University. Thank you and God 
bless you. 


BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 


(Advertisement) 


See. « 


Baptist Church. 


é a. 


Wallace, saved at 91 years of age, in a 


the forthcoming Billy Graham 
Greater London Crusade has an- 
nounced that final arrangements 
had been’ reached toward the 
securing of the famed Harringay 
Arena for the crusade beginning 
March 1, 1954. 

The huge arena, erected just 
prior to World War II, will be 
enlarged to seat a total of 11,800. 
To direct the crusade an executive 
committee has been organized, 
with representation from virtually 
all areas of London Christian 


activity. Not for a generation has |’ 


any single religious event received 
the church support already ac- 
corded this crusade, according to 
the news release. Widespread 
prayer support has also come rap- 
idly, with more than 12,000 prayer 
partners already enrolled. Public 
prayer meetings have been or- 
ganized recently in certain key 
locations, with many others 
planned to start immediately after 
the first of the new year. 
* * ok 


Zondervan Publishing House An- 
nounces Third International Chris- 
’ tian Textbook Contest 

The Zondervan Publishing 
House, Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
has announced its third’ Interna- 
tional Christian Textbook Contest 
which will close September. 30, 
1955. 

A total of $2,000.00 is being of- 
fered. in awards—$1,500.00 first 
prize, $350.00 second prize, $150.00 
third prize. Half of each of these 
three prizes will be an outright 
award and the other half an ad- 
vance on royalty. Texts in any 
field of Christian education on the 
Christian College and Bible In- 
stitute level may be submitted. 
There will be only one winner in 
any one field. 

Because of a deep conviction 
concerning the current dearth of 
textbooks in all fields of study, 
written from an evangelical and 
fundamental viewpoint, the Zon- 
dervan Publishing House feels its 
duty as a religious publisher to 
encourage people in the various 
fields of study to contribute their 
material to this eontest and to the 
‘religious world in general. For 
complete rules write Zondervan 
Publishing House, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 


Special Whirl- 

wind Subscrip- 

tion Campaign 
Offer 


One subscription to THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD, 1 year, $2.50; 

Three 1-year subscriptions, $5; 

Four or more yearly subscriptions, 
$1.50 each; 

For each Canadian or foreign sub- 
scription, add 50c per year for extra 
postage we have to pay. 

Be sure to mark each renewal sub- 
scription “renewal” to avoid mistakes 
and loss of time. 

Rush subscriptions to Sword of the 


Lord, Wheaton, Illinois. 


BOOK REVIEWS IN THIS COLUMN 
WILL USUALLY BE BY JUDGES OF 
THE SWORD BOOK CLUB AND WILL 
BE SIGNED, 


QUEEN OF THE DARK CHAM- 
BER, by Christiana Tsai. Moody 
Press, 160 pages, $2.50. 


The refreshing story of little 
“too many” the “seventh sister,” 
who became Christiana Tsai, one 
of the most widely known, God- 
used hative missionaries Changing 
China has ever known. Born in an 
aristocratic home, Christiana tells 
her own story of her childhood 
days, her conversion to Christ; the 
shame and reproach of her family 
that followed, the beginning of her 
missionary * work, the conversion 
—-one by one of her mother and 
many other members of the fam- 
ily, the ecoming of Chiang-Kai- 


‘Shek, persecution at the hands of 


the Japanese, and later the Com- 
munists. 

The story of a noble Christian 
who literally left father and moth- 
er and intended husband to bear 
the reproach of her Lord. 

WILLIAM H. RICE 


THE BIBLE: ITS CHRIST AND 
MODERNISM, by T. J. McCros- 
san. Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
215 pages, $2.50. 

An authoritative, factual, force- 
ful, scholarly statement of the ba- 
sic differences between Biblical 
Christianity and that known as 
“modernism.” The material is pre- 
sented in a scholarly fashion, with- 
out the bitterness and rancor 
which sometimes mar works of 
this kind. There is a masterly 
presentation of the truth of in- 
spiration of the Scriptures, and 
proving the same by the prophe- 
cies of the Bible, its moral and 
spiritual: teachings, its scientific 


a 


Preaching, Power 
and Promotion 


(Continued from page 6) 
come to Dr. Rice! They love the 


Gospel story! 


VI. Pray ,For Us! 
Please pray for me as I start 


out in 1954 engagéments for Him! 


Attend services near you! 

We speak for Him as follows: 

1. Calvary Baptist Church, 
Lakeland, Florida, Rev. Harold 
Bowe, pastor, January 3-17. 

2. First Baptist Church, El Paso, 


Texas, Dr. Herschel Ford, January 


24-26. 

3 Galeton, Colorado, Pastor W. 
G. Moffett, January 31-February 
14. 

4. Adams City, Colorado, Pastor 
Paul Seanor, February 14-28. 

5. Ogallala, Nebraska, Berean 
Fundamental Church, Rev. Charles 
Dinwiddie, pastor, March 2. 

6. Lexington, Nebraska, Berean 
Fundamental Church, Rev. Ken- 
neth Youngblood, pastor, March 3. 

7. Broken Bow, Nebraska, Ber- 
ean Fundamental Church, Rev. 
Phillip Gardner, pastor, March 4. 

8. Evarts, Kentucky, Evarts 


Baptist Church, Rev. A. L. Walker, 


pastor, March 28 to April 11. 

9. Citronelle, Alabama, First 
Baptist Church, Rev. Homer Rob- 
erson, pastor, April 18-25. 

10. YLupelo, Mississippi, Second 
Baptist Church, Rev. Don Reed, 
pastor, May 2-14. 

What a schedule for Christ! 
What an array of great churches 
and fine pastors! Ask God to give 
great revivals. 

While in Nebraska we could 
help one or two more churches. 

While in the Alabama, Miuissis- 
sippi areas we could help some 
others of those states—Georgia, 
Florida, etc. 

Some brethren have written us 
to let them know when we will 
be in their vicinity. Here it is! 

May God bless you everyone! 


truths, its historicity and its pow- 
er to transform character. The 
great teachings of the Seriptures 
—creation, the virgin birth, the 
physical resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus, Hell, and eternal. punish- 
ment and the like. are faced 
squarely and satisfactorily. An ex- 
cellent book for younger and older 


Christians. 
V. RAYMOND EDMAN 


HOW TO GET ALONG WITH 
OTHER CHRISTIANS, by J. Nie- 
boer. Our Daily Walk Publishers, 
155 pages, $2.25. 

Here are forty short chapters 
on how members of any given con- 
gregation should get along with 
one another. In fact, the New 
Testament expression, “one anoth- 
er,” is the basis for writing the 
book, and the oft-repeated injunc- 
tion, “‘Love one another,” is the 
author’s answer to the title of the 
book. It is clear, practical, spirit- 
ual, helpful; its application will go 
a long way toward wiping out and 
making difficult of repetition the 
disgraceful scenes that break out 
in too many churches. 

JOHN L. HILL 
(Continued on page 7) 


Now Everybody Can! 


(Continued from page 1) 
4 or more subscriptions, $1.50 per 
year; 

With 10 or more yearly sub- 
scriptions at the rock-botton price 
of $1.50 per year in the United 
States ($2 per year in Canada and 
foreign countries), we will send 
absolutely free the new 176-page 
book, paper bound, All About 
Christian Giving, by Editor John 
R. Rice. 


Questions Answered 


Note these questions ‘and an- 
swers and learn what you can do 
and cannot do in this campaign. 

1. “May I send my own renewal 
Subscription at these rates?” 

ANS: Yes, you may send your 
own subscription—1 year, $2.50: or 
3 years for $5.00; or 4 or more 
years at the rock-bottom price of 
$1.50 per year. But be sure to 
mark renewal subscriptions “re- 
newal.”’ | 

2. “Does a subscription to a 
service man or service woman 
overseas go at the United States 
rate or the foreign rate?” 

ANS: If the address is an APO 
address and the mail. handled 
through our armed services, then 


we do not have to pay extra post- 
age, and you may send such sub- 
scriptions at the regular domestic 
U.S.A. rate. But if the address is 
a foreign address, then you must 
send 50c extra for Canadian or 
foreign subscriptions. 


3. “If I have already accepted 
a quota of 25 or more subscrip- 
tions, may I continue sending sub- 
scriptions from time to time in any 
convenient number, at this special 
rock-botton rate?” 


ANS: Yes, you may. If you are 
working on a quota of subscrip- 


tions and have undertaken to send 


25 or 50 or 100 or more subscrip- 
tions by September 28, 1954, you 
may continue sending as many 
subscriptions at a time as you like, 
at this special rate, PROVIDED 
that you mark each subscription 
“quota subscription” so we will 
record it and give you credit. 


Otherwise, we ~would not know | 


when you had gotten your full 


quota of subscriptions and would 


not know how to advise or en- 

courage you, or give you credit. If 

you have a regular quota, go ahead 
(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
When Answering Advertisements 


Book Reviews 


(Continued from page 6) 


KINGDOM WITHIN, by Siebold 


You'll prepare better lessons with 
Arnold’s COMMENTARY ON THE UNI- 
FORM LESSONS FOR 1954. You will 
hold the interest of your pupils with 


the challenging ideas found in the new Arnold’s. Try this 
great commentary and you will agree with the host of 
leaders that “Arnold's is the best single aid for Sunday- 


school teachers.” 


JUST THE THING FOR BUSY TEACHERS 


Verse-by-verse explanation of the text, discussion material, 
illustrations, stimulating questions, side lights, a Bible dic- 
tionary, and many other helps. For all departments. 


True to the Bible. Spiritually rich. Evangelical. 


mental. Use it with confidence! 


LIGHT and LIFE PRESS 


Only $2.00 at any religious bookstore. Dert.st 


Winona Lake, 


Funda- 


Indiana “~ 


O :: ays PEOPLE WERE KILLED AND 
AONS WERE LOST: in 
property "dasaabe in auto accidents in 
952... A major cause was ALCOHOL!!! 


CENTRAL SECURITY Mutual In- 
surance Compan insures ONLY 
TOTAL ABSTAINE ERS. Ex rience has 
shown that with this SEL CT RISK 
the accident rate is iy aor the 
SAVINGS ARE PASSE TO 
YOU. We issue a STANDARD. FORM 
licy and are represented in all 48 
tates by an outstanding National 
Adjusting Agency. 


you don’t drink ... 


WHY HELP PAY FOR DRINK-DRIVE ACCIDENTS? 


€ INSURANCE RATES CLIMB UPWARD 
as the accident rate increases. 
Claims must be a even on the arene 
driver. If you don’t drink WHY 
SHOULD yOu HELP PAY FOR THE 
DRINK-DRIVE ACCIDENTS. 


Why not insure with CENTRAL 

SECURITY, a company that is con- 
trolled by CHRISTIAN BUSINESS- 
MEN and is the first company of this 
kind to write automobile insurance as 
high as $325,000.00? 
Write or ‘phone Mulberry 56-7733 today 
for our low rates. 

Home office: 
CENTRAL SECURITY MUTUAL INSURANCE CO, 


Chicago 41, Ill. 


3963 N.- Milwaukee Ave., 
1 am a TOTAL ABSTAINER, Please send me 


without obligation information on Auto 
Insurance for the Non-Drinking Driver. St+4! 


Name Age 
Address Phonew 
City Zone___State 


‘Ulfers. Eerdmans Publishing Com- 
pany, 304 pages, $3.00. 

A charming and whimsical novel 
freminding one somewhat of Hans 
Christian Andersen here and some- 
thing of Peer Gynt. That is not to 
say that Ulfers has written a fairy 
story. Hans Christian Andersen 
made of his fantastic tales para- 
bles to teach great truths. There is 
about Kingdom Within something 
of the same feeling of ‘other world- 
ness,’ of looking into a kingdom 
under the sea or viewing. a sunny 
Jandscape through a green mist. 
This is a spiritual story and a 
moving story, but its greatest 
charm is the mood it evokes—the 
poetic unreality of its place and its 
people. BOB JONES, JR. 


FAITH’S CHECKBOOK, by 
Charles H. Spurgeon. Moody Press, 
374 pages. $3.00. 

This book is a collection of 366 
promises—one for each day of the 
year. With the promise is a com- 
ment by this noted author, ex- 
plaining the promise and urging 
the reader to appropriate it. “The 
promises of God,” he says, “are 
signed checks which we can cash,” 
and thus supply our needs. The 
book makes an excellent devotion- 
al guide for daily reading. In this 
new printing it will be eagerly 
sought. T, ROLAND PHILIPS 


WORKING BY PRAYER by Dr. 
D. Edmond Hiebert, Mennonite 
Brethren Publishing House, Hills- 
boro, Kansas. 

Here are eight very fine, strong 
chapters, 111 pages, paper bound, 


price, $.60. The work is. deeply 
spiritual, scriptural, well illustra- 
ted, heart warming. We highly 


recommend it. Dr. Hiebert is pro- 
fessor of New Testament at Tabor 
College, a devoted Christian, the 


editor’s greatly-respected friend. 
JOHN R. RICE 
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A practical commentary on the whole Bible for ministers and 
all Christian workers in eight large, handsomely and durably 


bound volumes. 
CONTENTS 
NEW TESTAMENT 


Volume 6— The Four Gospels 
(ready Jan., 1954)—606 pages 


Volume 7 — Acts-Galatians 
(ready Feb, 1954) — 650 pages 


Volume 8 — Ephesians-Rev. 
{ready March, 1954}—550 pages 


iow to make this set: YOURS— 
For, only *5’? DOWN 


nd $5.95 pes month! 


: ; 
1¢@| 


“ 
4s 


OLD TESTAMENT 


Volume |! — Genesis-Numbers 
(ready April, 1954) -—550 pages 


Volume 2 — Deut.-ll Samuel 
(ready May, 1954) — 520 pages 


Volume 3 —| Kings-Esther 
(ready June, 1954) — 538 pages 


Volume 4 — Job-lsaiah 
(ready July, 1954) — 564 pages 


Volume 5 — Jer.-Malachi 
(Ready August, 1954) — 618 pages 


BEAUTIFULLY BOUND 


Pictured at the left is a cross-section of the 
handsome stained top, headbands and durable 
half-binding with reinforced end sheets and 
extra-heavy, top-grade book cloth — a deluxe 
binding for your set of Ellicott's Commentary 
on the Whole Bible! 
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COMMENTARY 


ON THE 


WHOLE 


BIBLE 


A VERSE BY VERSE EXPLANATION 
Edited by Charles John Ellicott | 


INTRODUCTION TO 1954 EDITION BY DR. HERBERT LOCKYER 


anything else.” 
SEMINARY. 


Available at 


(Vol, V) absolutely free! 
fore Decem Volume | — $5.95 


Volume 3 — $5.95 


Name 


or Dept. SL 
Zondervan Publishing House, Grand Rapids, Michigan 


[] Yes, please send me the complete set of ELLICOTT'S COMMENTARY ON 
THE WHOLE BIBLE, one volume per month until complete set is delivered, 
at a cost to me of only $5.95 down and $5.95 per month. | expect to receive 
the next to the last volume issued (Vol. IV) for only $4.25, and the last volume 


Yes, please send me the following individual volumes of ELLICOTT'S COM- 
MENTARY ON THE WHOLE BIBLE: 


r] Volume 4— $5.95 


Volume 2 — $5.95 Volume 5 — $5.95 
Volume 6— $5.95 


ENTHUSIASTIC RECOMMENDATIONS 


“".., Superior to.Anything Else. . .”’ 


. may without doubt be ranked among the five most impor- 
tant commentaries covering the entire Bible... 
torical and archaeological matters, | have found it superior to 


DR. WILBUR M, SMITH, FULLER THEOLOGICAL 


especially in his- 


ee ee Almost inestimable ee ” 


» «+ a thorough study in translation and explanation of the 
Holy Scriptures... 
and preachers to preach with more exact knowledge of the mean- 
ing of the Scriptures... 
G. LEE, PAST-PRESIDENT, SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, 
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will help teachers teach with greater wisdom 


almost inestimable in value.” DR. ROBERT 


a 


all religious bookstores 


Volume 7 — $5.95 
Volume 8 — $5.95 
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City 


i. ne 2 hE RE RERSROURALRASLS BAL SS eT a ST a SG 


State 


Test Pilot 


Turned Sky Preacher 


The sky preacher is Curt Wet-/{time. So when at the close of the 


zel, a balding 47-year-old former 
test pilot for Piper Aircraft Cor- 
poration, flight instructor for the 
Army and tester for specialized 
Navy’ projects. Now a full-time 
evangelist, he is probably the only 
preacher who plays hymns, quotes 
Scripture and edvertises his meet- 
ings by a public-address system 
from the air. 

Wetzel learned to fly in Kansas 
City, Mo., in 1931. Shortly before 
the war he joined the staff of 
Piper Aircraft in Lock Haven, Pa., 


jas a test pilot. His brother-in-law, 


a minister, held a week of meet- 
ings in LocK Haven which he at- 
tended out of courtesy. Partially 
through these services he made a 
decision for Christ in the fall of 
1936. Growth in~ grace was 
gradual. He started to tithe, 
memorize Scripture, help in jail 
services, teach Sunday School, be- 
came a deacon and occasionally 
preached. 

In 1948 Wetzel assumed charge 
of the aviation division of Bob 
Jones University, Greenville, S. C., 


which permitted him to attend | 
classes on alternate days. Several | 


flying missionaries have received | 
their training from him. The idea 
of preaching from the air had been 
simmering in his mind for some 


| Street, 


school year he received a gift of 
half ownership in a plane, he took 
to the air, equipping the plane 
with a sound system. 

This new method of preaching 
received nationwide publicity 
through an Associated Press ar- 
ticle. The New York Sunday Mir- 
ror featured the story; then “We 
The People,’ coast-to-coast hu- 
man-interest program, interviewed 
Wetzel. 


Incidentally, with 7000 hours of 


flying to his eredit, Wetzel doesn’t: 


fly just because he especially likes 
to fly, but because he wants to get 
the GospeL.out. He has consistent- 
ly turned down lucrative offers to 
advertise products. Reaction of 
non-Christians below indicate his 
method has a punch, for they say: 
“Well, when we don't go to 
church, they bring church to us. 
We can’t shut him off. So we'll 
have to take it whether we like 
it or not!” 

The evangelist is avail 
meetings of one and two. weeks’ 
duration. Mr. Wetzel uses his 
plane to advertise the services and 
gives rides in an attendance and 
Seripture-memorizing contest. 
Those interested may contact him: 
Evangelist Curt Wetzel, 190 Hood 
Lock Haven, Pennsylvania. 
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Wang, Che Ciger 


By Pearl Palmer 


Wang was the son of a wealthy Chinese farmer. 


His father 


gave him interesting home and farm duties, provided him 
with all the food and clothing he needed, and taught him the 


sayings of Confucius; 


but Wang was selfish and wild. 


At 


night “he would slip out of his house to join a group of hood- 


lums in town. 

His father tried to keep him 
out of trouble. He bolted the 
gates, but Wang climbed over the 
walls. He tied him with ropes, but 
Wang broke the ropes and escap- 
ed. The father pleaded with him, 
but Wang just laughed in his face. 

Wang finally ran away to stay, 
and the father heard of him only 
through rumor: “Wang is leader 
of the bandit tribe! Wang helped 
to sack a nearby village! Wang, 
Wang, the Tiger!’ Everyone was 
afraid of him. 

For a long time no news was 
heard of Wang. Then to the sur- 
prise of his home community, no- 
tice was given of his death and 
the time of his funeral. Great 
crowds assembled at the family 
burial ground. The funeral proces- 
sion came with loud laments of 
hired mourners. The casket was 
placed ready for burial. Before the 
earth was lifted, Wane’s. father 
stepped forward and opened the 
casket. Wang himself stepped 
forth. 

The awestruck villagers lstened 
while Wang spoke: 


“You have heard of the life I 
was living among the bandits. The 
more homes I could destroy the 
smarter I thought I was. I was 
Wang the Tiger! 

“One day I met a man who was 
not afraid of me. I threatened to 
destroy his home, but he said his 
God was able to deliver him. I was 
curious about this new God, and 
he told me that he was a Chris- 
tian. As he spoke I had such a 
hunger in my soul for the peace 
that he had! When I despaired at 
the thought of ever controlling 
myself, he said that Christ, the 
Son of God, could change me. 

“Oh, the wonder that came to 
my soul! What walls and chains 
had failed to do, Christ was able 
to do. Wang, the Tiger, is truly 
dead. This is a new man in Christ 
you see before you.” 

Wang went back to his father’s 
home. He took his place on the 
farm. Through his leadership, 
many found Christ, and a church 
grew up in the village. 

The Christlife Magazine 
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§ names of thousands of prospects in your 


Now Everybody Can! 


(Continued from page 6) 


and send subscriptions any way 
you will, provided that you always 
mark the subscriptions “quota sub- 
scriptions,” or say, “Count these 
on my quota,” so we will give you 
credit. We cannot be responsible 
for giving credit on your quota 
if you do not mark the subscrip- 
tions as “quota” subscriptions. 


4. “If I have a quota and.am 
undertaking to send in a definite 
number of subscriptions, may Il 
still get the premium __ book, 
All About Christian Giving, by 
Editor John R. Rice, for 10 yearly 
subscriptions ?”’ 

ANS: Yes, PROVIDED 10 or 
more subscriptions are sent at one 
time. We cannot keep records on 
premiums unless a_total of 10 or 
more subscriptions are sent at one 
time. 

5. ‘May I claim a free premium 
book for subscriptions sent in be- 


fore this date—January 1, 1954?” 
ANS: Definitely NO! No pre- 


mium books will be sent for sub- 
scriptions that were sent us in the 
past. This offer applies only to 
this brief whirlwind subscription 
campaign. It does not cover any 
subscriptions sent before the cam- 
paign opened, and it will not cover 
any subscriptions sent after the 
campaign closes. It does not count 
on any subscriptions sent in 
batches’ of less than ten. 


6. “I feel that I cannot afford 
at this time to send _ subscrip- 
tions to others. How may I renew 
my own subscription and save 
money at this time?” 

ANS: That is easy! Send your 
own renewal 3 years for $5, or 4 
years for $6! That is a wonder- 
ful bargain. If you cannot rake 
up the full $5, or $6 now, then 
simply inquire among your neigh- 
bors or in your Sunday School 
class, or at prayer meeting who 
else would like to subscribe at 
this remarkable low rate, or would 
like to renew their. subscription. 
Simply get two or three others to 


send in their subscription with you | 


in the same letter, and send $5 


for 3 one-year subScriptions, or 
Kinsey 

and the . 
Christian 


The best answer yet. published 
to Kinsey’s book on the sexual 
behavior of women. Written by 
Dr. Clyde Narramore, a_ funda- 
mental Baptist and psychologist 
with Los Angeles County schools, 
this seven thousand word article 
gives a point-by-point answer to 
Kinsey and then a positive ap- 
proach trom the Christian view- 


point. A must for every pastor, 
Sunday school teacher, parent, 
young person. It’s complete in 
next month’s. King’s. Business 


magazine published by Bible In- 
stitute of Los Angeles. Send 10c 
and this ad for your copy. Offer 
good only with this ad. Address: 
King’s Business, 558 So. Hope St., 
Los Angeles 17, Calif. 


Gives the owner of radio and TV sets 
full control over what they see and 
hear just as easily as you turn the 
pages of your paper to read what you 
want and skip the balance. ; 

Installed in 10 seconds, NO YAK 
| weighs 3 ounces, fits the palm of the 
hand, operated from chair or bed, origi- 
nal model still in use after more than 
15 years. 


Kills Boer - Cigarette Ads 


Rev. Sam Morris says: ‘I think 
every family radio and TV set ought 
to be equipped with NO YAK in 
order to protect young children 
against the intrusion of false, mis- 
leading beer, wine and _ cigarette 
commercials,’’ 


Sincerely, 


Christian Agents Wanted 


Make a good income from your home 
by mail. We furnish campaign with your 
name printed on, and direct you to 


community or city. Earn a good weekly 
income while helping to curb or kill | 
liquor and cigarette ads and otherwise 
clean up the airwaves. Just a postcard 
brings full details. Write today to 


CLYDE WANTLAND 
231 Kokomo San Antonio 9, Texas 


$6 for 4 one-year subscriptions, as 
the case may be. 

7. ‘May this rate be applied to 
whole churches or communities?” 

ANS: Yes, it may. Nothing 
would please us better than that 
some godly individuals or Sunday 
School classes or churches would 
undertake to send THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp to every family in the 
community during this special of- 
fer. And church officers would do 
well to agree to send THE SworD 
OF THE Lorp through the budget 
to every resident family of the 
church, at this special low price 
of $1.50 per year. 

8. “May churches or individuals 
send in group subscriptions and 
pay for them by the month or by 
the quarter?” 

ANS: Yes, if a church or of- 
ficial board votes to put THE 
SworD OF THE Lorp in the budget 
for every resident family, or for 
as many as 25 families (either 
one) or if the pastor agrees to 
see that THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
will go to this number of homes, 
then either the church or the 
pastor may pay by the month, ac- 
cording to agreement. However, 
we cannot send a free premium 
book, All About Christian Giving, 
by Editor John R. Rice, except 
when payment for 10 or more sub- 
scriptions is received at one time. 
We cannot afford to keep books 
and go to extra trouble and ex- 
pense on these rock-bottom price 
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David’s Sin 


(Continued from page 1) 


And how talented he was! In the 
dark hours of the night around 
the campfires, he tuned his harp. 
He looked up into the blue, Syrian 
sky above—dark like velvet. The 
stars were shining there like 
diamonds, and he thought about 
the God who was back of all the 
stars and all the heavens, and he 
tuned his little harp, and he be- 
gan to sing, “The Lord is my 
shepherd; I shall not want.” My, 
what a poet he was! How brave, 
dependable, and talented. 

Behold him on the day that the 
prophet came to his house to 
anoint him king of Israel. You 
remember the story! All the sons 
except David were brought in. 
David, the baby, was out keeping 
the sheep. Jesse surely did not 
think God had His eye on the 
youngest lad, the baby of the 
house, the one who was of no ac- 
count from the houséhold stand- 
point except to do the little, 
menial, easy tasks. The prophet 
looked over the sons, but God did 
not tell the prophet to anoint any 
of them. And the prophet, knowing 
there must be another, said, ‘‘Are 
these all the kids you have?” 

“Well, I don’t know. Let’s count 
them and see. No, I believe there 
are one or two missing. Let’s see. 
Just one is missing. It is David.” 


They sent for the young lad, and 
he came ruddy of countenance and 
redheaded. He stood barefooted in 
his sheepskin cloak, looked at the 
prophet with clear, bright blue 
eyes; and the voice of God said 
to the prophet, ‘‘Anoint him. This 
is the one.’ How humble David 
was about it ail! The prophet 
anointed him. He pondered in his 
heart God’s prophecy that he 
should be king,. but he went right 
back to his sheep, waiting for 
God's time. 

You know’ sometimes when 
God’s anointing comes on a man, 
there is a period of waiting be- 
tween the anointing and _ the 
crowning. I know some folks who 
cannot wait. When they once feel 
upon them God’s hand for a big 
task, they are not willing to do the 
little jobs until God is ready for 
the big job for them. They try 
to run ahead of God. 


But David was willing to wait. 
He went back to the sheep. 

See him that day his mother 
called. him and said, ‘David, I 
want you to go up and visit your 
brothers there at the front. I am 
afraid thes are not getting along 
very well on this army chow; I 
want to send them some home- 
cooking. I am packing a_ basket 
now, Davey. I want you to take 
it” 

And she said to David, 
right, Son, here it is.” She did 
not have to worry about putting 


“All 


a padlock on it. She knew David; 
she knew it would all get there 
untouched. 

When David arrived at the camp, 
he found great confusion. Instead 
of being lined up in battle array 
or out drilling or marching or 
getting ready to go into battle, 
they were all on the hillside look- 
ing across the _ valley. David 
pushed his way through the legs of 
the soldiers and looked across. 
There was a great giant of a man. 
He stood there with a spear like 
a weaver’s beam. He was yelling 
all kinds of obscenities across the 
valley, blaspheming Israel and the 
God of Israel. David waited to see 
what would happen. 


After a while the crowd began to 
break up and stand back. And 
David said, “Who’s going to tackle 
him?” One of the soldiers looked 
down and said, “Son, why this 
happens every day. Don’t pay any 
attention to it. This has just got- 
ten to be a regular ceremony 
ever since we've been camping 
here. This has been going on for 
a long time.” David said, “You 
mean that guy comes out every 
day and says that and nobody 
goes after him? Say, what is 
this?” Just then he saw one of 
his brothers coming. His brother 
said, “Hush up, David. What do 
you know about it? You don’t 
understand military strategy and 
diplomacy and all the intrigues of 
war. Now you go back to. your 
sheep. Thanks for the chicken 
and the cake and pie, but we'll 
run the war. You go back.” David 
looked at his brother, and he said, 
“You mean that guy can.say that 
and get by. with it, and you won’t 
tackle him? Listen, if you won't 
go, I will!” 


The king had been passing by, 
and he heard it, and he said, ‘‘Send 
that little lad to me,” and David 
was brought in front of the king. 
You see, it was Saul’s job to go 
after that giant. Saul was the 
biggest man in Israel—a head 
taller than any man in the king- 
dom. Saul was the one who should 
have taken up the challenge. He 
was the king of Israel. Saul looked 
at the little lad and thought: 
“Well, maybe I’ll find a way out 


for myself.’ So he said, ‘‘All right,’ 


Son. I'll tell you what to do. If 
you go, we will see that you go 


properly fixed. I'll let you wear 


my armor.” So he sent for his 
shield and his buckler, his arm 
bands and his helmet. And they 
got David in it finally and got the 
bolts all tightened up. David 
rattled around like one sardine in 
a can. David said, “Hey, boys, get 
a can opener and get me out of 
this. I can’t do anything in this. 
I can’t even move. Thank you, 
your Majesty; I appreciate your 


interest, but I'll have to handle 
this in my own way.” 

He went down by the brook, 
and he got the five smooth stones, 
and put them in his pouch. He got 
out the old sling that he used to 
hunt the owls and the hawks, and 
the giant with the laughter on his 
lips and the mockery on his 
tongue fell dead in the dust. Then 
David took the giant’s sword and 
cut off his head, brought it back to 
Saul, held it up, and said, “Here 
you'are, your Majesty. Catch!” 

Say, what a lad he was! How 
can you help but admire him! No 
wonder he was a man after God's 
own heart! 

And when the victory became 
known throughout the land, all 
the young ladies began to sing 
for him. Note what they sing! 
“Saul hath slain his thousands; 
and David his ten thousands.”’ Oh, 
what a boy David is! He was not 
inflated, and his conceit did not 
rise, and his head did not swell. 
He went on about his business as 
before, back to his sheep, until 
Saul said, “Let him come and sing 
for me when the demon gets in 
my heart. Maybe he can quench 
the demon and drive him out.” So 
David went to the palace. There, 
though the king’s son had taken 
him as his own brother, he was 
humble and sweet. 


One day he was playing--his 
harp, and somehow an_e angel 
seemed to snatch him by the hair 
away from the place where he 
sat, and Saul’s javelin quivered in 
the wall where David’s head had 
been a moment before; for in his 
anger and in the grip of. the 
demon, jealousy stirred in Saul 
who remembered the song about 
Saul’s thousands and David’s ten 
thousands. David had to flee for 
his life. 

Behold him in the days that lie 
ahead! How always kind and con- 
siderate he is! Twice Saul’s life 
was given into his hands. You re- 
member one occasion when he 
slipped through the armed guard 
and stood within the bivouac of 
Saul, and Saul’s sword was hang- 
ing on the spear at the head of 
the sleeping king. David took it, 
and then he called later from a 
distance to Saul and woke him 
and showed him he might have 
taken his life. On another occa- 
sion, he~@ut off the skirt of the 
king’s garment. He waved it like 
a flag from the top of the cliff 
and said, ‘“‘See it Saul. I might 
have taken your life; but you are 
God’s anointed, and I cannot lift 
my hand against you whatever you 
have done to me.” Oh, how noble 
he was! 


And what friends he had! You 
can alWays judge a man by the 
friends with whom he surrounds 
himself. David must have been an 
unusual man to have a friend like 
Jonathan. You remember what 
happened when he came back from 
that victory over Goliath. Jona- 
than took him into his own tent 
and put his own garments on him 
and gave him his girdle and his 
sword and his spear and his bow. 
He said, “‘Anything your soul de- 
sires I will give it thee.” And the 
Word tells us ‘the soul. of 
Jonathan was knit to the soul of 
David, and they became as one 
flesh.” Young people, you have to 
have something to you to attract 
a friend like Jonathan. 


Behold the loyalty of the men 
with whom he surrounded himself! 
There is something noble about a 
man who can command loyalty of 
his followers. You remember once 
David simply expressed a desire 
for a drink of water from the 
spring near Bethlehem, The next 
thing he knew the men came in; 
they had some water from the 


spring of David’s youth. David 
said, ‘“‘How did you get it?” They 
said, “We slipped through the 
lines, and we went around by 


night, and we brought you a drink 
of that water.’ What a man he 
was to command the respect of 
men noble in battle as were those 
followers of his! 


And he said, “I cannot take this 
water. This would be as drinking 
the life of men.’ And he poured 
it out on the ground as an Offer- 
ing to God. 


The Sin of King David 


But all that was long ago, and 
now David is king. He is estab- 
lished in his palace in Jerusalem. 
One day he awakes from his after- 
noon nap. He claps his hands 
smartly, and the servants draw 


back the drapery at the doorway, ' 


and they come in with the royal 

robe of purple over their arms and 
the gold sandals with the jeweled 

clasps. The royal barber curls his 

hair and pours the ointment on 

his beard., They put the robe about. 

him, drape the folds nicely. ‘They -~ 
put the golden sandals on fis feet. 

And they bring him a dish of cool 

sherbet. When he has refreshed. 
himself in the semi-darkness of 

the chamber, he goes out into the 

twilight for a little walk in the 

garden built on the roof of his 

palace. While he is there on the 

roof, he looks out across the way, 

and he sees a woman in her even- 

ing bath on the roof beyond the 

garden of his palace, out beyond 

the tops of the trees. of his 

orchard. 

I think something might be said 
in passing about the immodesty 
of that woman who was on the 
roof-top. I have no doubt from the 
record of the story that she was 
there to attract the eye of David.. 
I do not think she was any innocent 
woman wronged. I do not believe 
she could have been and still be 
in that place where she was, for 
it was known that the king walked 
on the roof at this hour of the 
day. 

David, being a gentleman, turns 
away. 

Young men, it is not the first 
look that damns a soul; it is the 
second look. You may not be re- 
sponsible for the first look, but 
you are always responsible if you 
look again. 


David looked back. The demon 
of lust burned in his heart. It is 
a terrible story! He took the 
woman; he had no right to her. 
Her husband was up in the front 
fighting a battle for David. Her 
husband was up there, David’s 
man in the battle of the king. And 
David wronged the wife in the 
absence of her husband. And the 
consequences that always follow 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Page Nine 


David's 


(Continued from page 8) 


sin began to move along in their 
awesome procession. The woman 
was with child. She’ informed 
David of the fact, and he said, 
“T’ll have to cover up my sin.” 


He sent for her husband. He 
brought him home, and he sat 
him down at the banquet-hall of 
the king’s palace. He asked him 
for the news of the battle and how 
his generals were, and, ‘How is it 
going?” “How is Joab doing? He 
is a capable man, isn’t he?’ And 
all the time David was plying him 
with liquor, Making him confident 
of the king’s friendship. And then 
when evening grew late, he said, 
“You go home and come back arfd 
see me tomorrow. I'll send a 
message to Joab by you.” In the 
morning when the dawn was in 
the sky, they awoke David, and 
they said, “You Know, it isa 
strange thing. Uriah did not go 
home last night. Uriah slept in 
the portico of the king’s house.” 
David sent for Uriah. He said, 
“What's this I hear? You didn’t 
go home?” “No,” he said, “may it 
please my lord my king. I took 
an oath that while Joab and my 
brethren were sleeping under 
their tents, I would not enter my 
own house nor sleep under my own 
roof. I have kept my oath. I slept 
in the open air.” 

David began to tremble in his 
guilt. He said, ‘““Well, I’ll tell you, 
some matters have come up. I 
can’t send you back today. Wait, 
and I’ll send you back tomorrow.” 
That night he had another feast, 
and got Uriah drunk. He thought 
in his drunkenness he would forget 
his oath. He plied him with the 
thick spicy wines of the East. As 
his face was flushed with his 
drinking, David looked across the 
table and: thougnt, “You'll forget 
now!”’ 

But in the morning came the 
word, “Uriah slept in the portico 
of the kings’ palace,’ and David, 
now. desperate with his guilt, sat 
down, and wrote a. message to 
Joab, and he said, “Set. ye Uriah 
in ‘the .forefront. of..the hottest 
battle, and retire ye from him; 
that he may be smitten, and die.” 
He folded the parchment= and 
sealed it with the imperial seal. 
He sealed it with the seal that 
carried the-six-pointed star of 
David—the symbol of Messiah. 


Young people, how far can a man 
fall when he begins a downward 
path of sin! What a sin—to seal 
the death warrant of a man he 
had wronged and seal it with the 
symbol of God’s reign in Israel! 

But David was a long way down 
from the fine young lad who went 
out to slay Goliath. He was stoop- 
ing now, not to slay the enemies 
of the kingdom, but to slay his 
friend. 

And he called this Hittite in 
and giving him a kiss upon the 
forhead, said, “Go back to the bat- 
tle, noble gentleman. Take this 
paper to Joab.” And by and by 
came word from Joab, “It all hap- 
pened as you asked, and Uriah is 
dead.” David mopped the damp- 
ness from his brow and breathed 
a sigh and dismissed it from his 
mind. 

But, you know, conscience does 
not sleep as easily .as that. You 
may give it an opiate of forget- 
fulness and of. pleasure; but, 
sometimes in the darkness, con- 
science will stir to wakefulness, 
and men will wake to tremble at 
the pointing, accusing finger of 
conscience in their face. 

By and by, months having 
passed, a prophet came to David. 
He stood before David, and he 
said, “Your majesty, I have come 
to crave justice on a man. There 
was a man who had one little 
lamb. Hie loved it as he loved a 
child and carried it in his bosom. 
He had a wealthy neighbor who 
owned a big flock of lambs. One 
day the neighbor had a visitor 
come unexpectedly, and he said, 
‘T’ll make a feast for my friend.’ 
But he did not kill one of his 
lambs; he..went and stole the 
Sweet little pet ewe lamb of his 
heighbor, and he killed it.” And 
David, who had no concern for 
the murder of a man, began to 
tremble with anger at the killing 
of a lamb. He rose with anger, 
trembling with rage, and he said, 
“Let me know who the man is, 
and I will punish him.’’ The pro- 
“Thou art the man!” 


Sin 


he drew his robe about his face, 
and he staggered from the room. 
God spoke to him! He went and 
got down on his face before God 
in the darkness of the closet with 
the ashes on his head, and he 
cried, ‘‘Lord, restore to me the joy 
of my Salvation.” 

Thank God, there is always a 
prophet ready when God’s man 
gets out of pitch and out of the 
will of God. 


What Led to David’s Sin? 

Now, let’s look for a moment. 
What was the cause of the whole 
trouble? You will find that all the 
cause of the sin is in our text, 
“David tarried still in Jerusalem.”’ 
That was the trouble! David was 
in the wrong place in the wrong 
time! 

You may fall into sin in the will 
of God, but you are condemned 
to fall into sin out of the will of 
God. The directive will of God 
is a positive thing. No man can 
be lazy and be in the directive 
will of God. No man can be, self- 
ish and be in the directive will 
of God. Nevér get the idea that 
God’s directive will for you is 
Simply to be at a certain job at a 
certain time. God’s will for you 
is more intricate than that. God’s 
will for you is to do a job prop- 
erly and to it diligently at the 
time you are there. The man who 
is in the directive will of God will 
be faithful in the discharging of 
his duties and will burn himself 
out in the service of God in the 
place God has put him. 

“But David tarried. still in 
Jerusalem.” It was ‘‘the time when 
Kings go forth to battle.’ They 
did things better in those days— 
nore wisely—than we do now. 
When the harvests were all in 
and the horses were taken off the 
instruments of the harvest, they 
hitched them to the chariot of 
war. When they put their pruning 
hooks and their harvesting instru- 
ments back in the barn, they went 
to the armory and got out their 
spears and their swords. After. 
the harvest was over, they had 
time to fight. 


It was the season for fins fight, 
but David tarried still in Jeru- 
salem. I have no doubt he had a 
good excuse for staying there. You 
know you can always excuse your- 
self for doing the thing you want 
to do if you hunt hard enough for 
an excuse. I am sure his excuses 
were very reasonable. I[.am sure 
the royal council gave assent to 
them and said, ‘““Yes. your majesty, 
we think your decision to stay in 
Jerusalem is a wise one.’ No doubt 
there may have been some priests 
in the temple who came and bowed 
before him and said, “Yes, your 
majesty, you know we need you 
here in Jerusalem now. The 
tabernacle is here, and you want 
to get the stuff ready to build 
the temple.” Of course, they did 
not know that God was to have 
Solomon to build the temple, but 
they said, “King David, we think 
it will be very nice for you to 
stay here.” 

I am sure David could have of- 
fered many excuses for staying. 
He could have said, “Well, after 
all, we have just established the 
kingdom. We jhave just captured 
Jerusalem and got the land unified 
and united. I need to stay here to 
strengthen my rule. I am sure 
there are little touches of rebel- 
lion here and there; I need to be 
here to strengthen things. And, 
after all, my Secretary of Agri- 
culture is'a: very ambitious man. 
I am afraid he is a little bit radi- 
eal: I think I ought to stay here to 
be sure he does not get the far- 
mers on some farm program that 
will not ‘be sensible and _ well- 
balanced. Also, it might be a good 
idea for me to check the seeds 
that they send out—the congress- 
men to their farmer constituency. 
you know. And, after all, I am not 
quite sure about the Secretary of 
the Treasurv. I am afraid that he 
is encouraging the tax-gatherers 
to exact from the people more 
than they ought to. pay; and J 
believe, as a good king, I ought 
to be sure mv people are not 
oveytaxed. I think I shall stay in 
Jerusalem to keep an eye on the 
treasury.” 

Or mavbe he talked about the 
streets that were being paved— 
he wanted to be sure there was 
no graft from the paving contrac- 


tors, or the new water system of 
the town, or the gas and light 
plants, or the airport commission- 
ers. No doubt he had a good ex- 
cuse for staying in Jerusalem. 
Maybe he said, “After all, I de- 
serve a holiday. I am not a young 
man anymore; I am past my 
prime; I have slept in the desert 
and worn the armor on my back 
for weeks and months and years 
on end. I am a little bit chafed by 
the weight of the armor now, and 
I think I have earned my rest. I 
shall just stay at Jerusalem and 
take it easy. I am sure the Lord 
would not waht me to overdo now 
that I am an old man.”’ Or maybe 
he said, “‘Poor Joab, he has been 
second in command so long, I 
feel ashamed of myself. Joab has 
never had a chance to conduct a 
campaign on his own to prove 
what a good general he is, and I 
think for Joab’s sake I will stay 
in Jerusalem. It is just a little 
campaign, anyway—a_ sort of 
mopping-up operation. I will let 
Joab conduct this. I owe that to 
him.” But David tarried in 
Jerusalem when it was time for 
kings to go to battle. 

Listen to me! Are you tarrying 
in Jerusalem? Are you _ holding 
back from the place of God’s pur- 
pose for you? You may say, “I 
want to do God’s will.” But there 
may be some little sin tarrying 
in your life that is keeping you 
from the place where God wants 
you. There may be some little 
secret sin, some little ambition of 
your own, pride, or self-righteous- 
ness, or some gross sin of the 
flesh. 

It is a terrible thing to be in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time. Young people, the tragedy of 
a little sin is: The little sin leads 
to a big sin. No man can be out 
of the complete will of God with- 
out eventually coming to be a 
great sinner if he lets himself go. 
You say, “I will never do that.” 
But when David tarried in Jerusa- 
lem and looked at his couch and 
thought of his ease and his com- 
fort and his sherbet and his ser- 
vants, David had no idea of a 
wronged woman and a dead hus- 
band and the guilt of his own life. 
You do not know where you will 
go if you play with sin in your 
life! 


How David Suffered for 
His. Sin 

Thank God, the prophet came in 
and the Lord restored David’s joy! 
3ut what a tragedy followed! One 
of his sons killed his brother over 
a wronged sister—the result of 
David’s sin. The child of this un- 
lawful union died. David’s heart 
was broken; and Absalom, the 
young man, hung by his hair in the 
thicket. David wept for him over 
the gate, crying, “Absalom, 
salom, Absalom, my son, Absa- 
lom!”’ This awful series of trage- 
dies was a result of one sin which 
was committed because David tar- 
ried in Jerusalem when it was the 
time for kings to go forth to bat- 
tle. 

How the record is marred! You 
never think of David the young 
lad tuning his harp and singing 
his songs in the twlight on the 
hillside, unless the picture is 
matched by David,the king on the 
rooftop looking with lustful glance 
at the woman across the way. You 
never think of David, the great 
friend of Jonathan, without think- 
ing of David’s murdering another 
friend, Uriah. Whenever you 
think of David and the man after 
God’s own heart, you think of 
David with his fingers dripping 
with the blood of a man who 
trusted him. He owed a double 
debt of Uriah. Uriah was no ordin- 
ary subject; he was a Hittite, but 
he came one day and, in an act 
of fealty, he embraced the ankles 
of David and swore allegiance to 
him because he admired David. He 
was no. ordinary Israelite who 
owed allegiance to his king be- 
cause he was born in Israel. He 
fcame willingly and put himself 
under David’s rule. David had the 
double obligation of friendship 
and of loyalty. But David wrecked 
his home and took his life. Oh, 
what a tragedy! 

Thank God, most folks have not 
sone that far. But anything David 
could do, you could do. Any sin 
for which any man ever went to 
an electric chair, you could com- 
mit if you begin to play with sin. 


But The Wav Is Onen for 
Restored Fellowship 


“David tarried still in Jerusa- 


Ab- } 


The Man With The Withered Hand 


(Continued from page 1) 


for Jesus to come into the world, 
but the world can’t do it. The 
poorest as well as the _ richest 
need Jesus; the ignorant as wel] 
as the intelligent need Jesus. 


The hand is the most useful 


member of the human body. With- 
out the hand you cannot execute 
your will. epee might have all the 
genius of a Phidias or a Raphael, 
a Michelangelo or of a Christopher 


(Continued on page 10) 


lem.” We ought to thank God we 
do not have. to close the picture 
there. Thank God we ean. talk 
about David restored to fellowship. 

Il am glad that above the dark 
clouds of all our sin and above 
the bloody skies of all our evil 
that there is a Cross hanging, and 
on that Cross is a bleeding form. 
And I am glad that Cross speaks 
of pardon and forgiveness and of 
the fact that there is abundant 
grace and mercy with God. Maybe 
some of you have never been 
saved. Your past may be as black 
as a Slice out of midnight. I do 
not know your background, but. I 
can tell you on the authority of 
this blessed Book that the blood 
of Jesus. Christ, God’s’ Son, 
cleanses from all sin. Whatever 
your past may be, as a sinner you 
can become just as pure in God’s 
sight as if there had never 
a sin. You Know when God re- 
stores the fellowship, God forgets 
the sin that broke the fellowship. 
He says, “I will remember it 
against you no more forever. I 
will put it as far from you as the 
east is from the west. I will put 
it behind my _ back.’ Whatever 
your past is, by the grace of God. 
it ean be cleansed right now, and 
you can face God’ with an in- 
nocence like, the innocence of a 
young babe that has never known 
sin.. That is the wonderful glory 
of God’s grace. 

You have been fighting God 
about some one little thing in your 
life. Remember this: that where 
there is one sin, there are always 


more sins: but God deals primarily | 


with that one sin. There may be 
many in the life, but there ‘is 
always one sin that is like the 
keystone of the arch, that holds 
the whole thing together. If you 
knock that sin out, the othérs will 
all erumble -— away. 
David who tarried still in Jerusa- 
lem. 


been, 


Remember 


Our heavenly Father, we thank 
Thee for Thy mercy. Thou hast 
not dealt with us after our sins, 
nor rewarded us according to our 
iniquity. We thank Thee for the 
assurance that if we confess our 
sins, Thou art faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all unrighteous- 
ness. We thank Thee that whoso 
calleth on the name of the Lord 
Shall be saved. Oh, Lord, strip 
off all our pretension, all our 
sham, all our self-righteousness 
and lay our hearts bare to our 
gaze; and then, Lord, give us a 
robe of righteousness in Christ 
Jesus to wear. We pray in Jesus’ 
name. Amen. 
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Has your Life Insurance program 


kept up with the times?... 


Ministers Life & 
Casualty Union 
... even today offers a $6000 
policy at the $5000 policy 
price—to professional relig- 
ious workers only. 


The parsonage that in 
1944 sold for $7,500 would 
probably bring $15,000 on 
today's market. In the 
decade just passed, prices 
of churches, food a cars 
have gone sky high. So has 
your .economic value as 
the wage earner of your 
family. You may have had adequate 
life, health and accident protection 
for your family back five, ten, or 
twenty years ago. But how much 
protection will your policies buy 
today? It will pay you to do some 
realistic thinking about your in- 
surance program right now. /t may 
mean the diffe erence between security 
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from now—and the sun. moves 
with wonderful precision and is 
never a minute late. The hand 
can send your thoughts under the 
sea upon the cable, or over the 
land on little steel wires, so that 
a human thought can be read in 
every tick, tick, tick. 

The hand built the pyramids of 
Egypt. The hand built the ark 
that saved the human race from 
extinction—when God said, ‘I am 
going to drown this world because 
of man’s’ cussedness.’ For’ one 
hundred and twenty years Noah 
pounded boards and built accord- 
tng to the direction of the Lord. 
The hand committed the first 
murder—when Cain took the club 
and slew his brother, Abel, in the 
field. The hand held the surgeon’s 


Oh! how many people you find 


find men and women just like that 
because they have allowed some- 


that something has withered their 
good name. Now, it is useless to 
ask them to do personal work. 

Often, my friends, a hand be- 


would not believe, and when they 
would believe they could not be- 
lieve. All right! 

It is true of the drunkard. 
Here’s a fellow who would not 
quit when he could; now he can’t 
quit when he wants to quit. There 
was a time when he could have 
quit, but when he could quit he 
would not, and now when he 
wants to, he can’t. That is the 
price they pay! God gives them 
opportunities. There is not a 
drunkard on earth who didn’t have 
an opportunity to quit drinking. 
There isn’t a man in Sing Sing 
who didn’t have a chance to stay 
out of there if he had wanted to. 
There isn’t a woman who is a 
prostitute who did not have a 
chance to stay out of it. THere 
isn’t a man or woman in Hell who 


hands and weep, 


from thy spell, 


that is your opportunity. 


Christian, Your Hand is With- 
ered for Soul Winning : 


to Christ. They could not get up,. 
walk down the aisle and say to 
some lost person, “I> wish you 
would go down and give your 
heart to Christ.” 

Moody, when he was a young 
fellow, was converted in a boot and: 
shoe store in Boston. He was so 
ignorant that he could scarcely 
read or write. He could not read 
the story of the prodigal son with- 
out stopping to look up some of 
the words. But he said: ‘God, I 
have one talent and you are wel- 
come to that.” 


God Almighty took that one tal- 
ent and with it shook the world 
for Jesus Christ. Moody gave to 
the Lord what he had. Think of. 
what the world would have lost 
if he had not given God what he 
had! 


No, not unless you want to, be- 


All the time the Pharisees were 


horse? And if I find a fellow who 
needs something, I am going to 
give it to him, whether it is the 
Sabbath or any other day.’ Then 
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eyes in those fish but, having no 
use for eyes in those dark, sub- 
terranean caves, kind nature stop- 
ped making what was not used, 


took it up and invested it in fin 
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something and lose it, you lose it 
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on the Jericho road they saw the 
wounded man but they. folded 
their arms and passed on. Along 
came the good Samaritan. Those 
Levites. had the same chance that 
the good Samaritan had, but they 
passed it by. Had they turned a- 
side and helped the poor fellow, 
they might have gained for them- 


names might have run. down 
through the world today with ap- 
plause, and they might have been 


Paul. 


and, like fools, 


selves imperishable renown. Their 


standing in the same honorary 
company with Peter, James and 
But they had their chance 
they would not 
take it. They wouldn’t put out 


save people on the Sabbath day. I 
have known them for. twenty 
years—that same crowd—but they 
are not called Pharisees now. 

So Jesus gave him a chance. He 
said, “Stretch forth thy hand.” He 
might have chosen to refuse to 
do it and still have a withered 
hand, but he did not. - 


Let Jesus Remake Your 
Whole Life! 

So, with this great meeting, 
God has given you all a chance to 
be remade. Stretch forth thy hand! 

You say, “I have never tried to 
speak in public.” Stretch forth thy 
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The Man With The Withered Hand 


(Continued from page 10) 


Go at it! 

You say, “I’ve never tried to 
pray in public.” 

Go ahead and God will give you 
strength to do it. 

“Never given a testimony.” 

Next time you go to prayer 
meeting, get up and give a testi- 
mony! 

You say, “I don’t have family 
altar.’’ When you go home tonight, 
let your children hear you pray 
before you go to bed. 

You say, “I never asked a bless- 
ing at the table.” Before you eat a 
morsel of food at the table to- 
night, you thank God for it. 

Some of you are lying about 
your neighbors or grumbling and 
growling and you haven't any 
power for God. You get no joy 
out of your religion. 

Saul missed his chance, 
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fellow! His hand withered and 
dropped the scepter. 

David didn’t miss his chance. 
God strengthened David and when 
David threw down the shepherd’s 
crook, he picked up the scepter. 
When the crown fell from old 
Saul’s head, David picked it up and 
put it on his brow, and God said, 
‘David, you are a man after my 
own heart. I like you.’ 

Judas had a chance. Here he 
stood with Peter, James and John. 
Along came this gang who had 
no use for Jesus. They said, ‘We 
will give you thirty pieces of sil- 
ver if you will betray Him.’ 

Judas said, ‘I will take it.’ 

He was put in Hell. He had his 
chance, but he took the dirty 
money, took the bribe— withered. 
You speak his name today with 


Pilate had his chance when he 
stood out before that howling mob 
and said, “I find no fault in Him.” 
Yet he let them take Him and 
crucify Him. 

If he had said, “Jesus Christ is 
on the square and if you pull out 
one hair you will have to walk 
over my body to do it,” he would 
have been blessed forever. 

Benedict Arnold had his chance. 
Oh, the miserable traitor sold his 
country, and you speak his name 
with scorn. He had his chance to 
stand _with Washington, with 
Nathanael Greene, and with An- 
thony Wayne. No, sir, he wouldn’t 
do it. He had his chance, but 
missed it, missed it! 


O wretched man, with a withered 
hand! 
In a house where Jesus taught, 
I looked with pity of deepest kind, 
For down in my heart, I thought 
What useless life was his, indeed. 
Then my own came in review, 
And I fell on my face, for Oh, I 
found 
My right hand withered, too. 


Year after 
. stood, 
A weak and worthless thing, 
Scarcely as much as a moment’s 
thought 
Gave I to the suffering, 
Until Jesus into my life has come. 
Now I see and understand 
How less than little, I used to be 
When I had a withered hand. 


year I had passive 


So I come to charge you in Jesus’ 
name, 

To see that your hands are strong. 

Does the rich, red blood course 
readily, 

Are they nerved to strike down 
wrong? 

Are they eager to lift the fallen 


Up, 
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ds who will be 


Some loving service do? 

Look well, look well, look well, 

For your hand may be withered, 
too. 


Withered Hands In the 
Churches! 


Jesus found this fellow with a 
withered hand. He found him in 
the synagogue, not in the saloon, 
not in the house of ill-fame. He 
found him in the synagogue, in 
church, 

Say, just walk through your 
churches and see how many mem- 
bers you've got who are no earthly 
good. All they are fit for is to 
help the preacher count one more 
when he counts his annual mem- 
bersip. They never pray, never 
heip anybody for Christ. They 
won't serve on a committee, they 
won't do anything but just go to 
church when it suits their con- 
venience. A lot of them never 
see the church lighted up, for they 
never go at night. They are letting 
the world go fo Hell. That is true, 
and you Know it. 


Moody said just before he died 


—you know the last time he 
preached (in Kansas City) he 
came home stricken—“‘If I had my 


life to live over again I’d go into a 
city and stay weeks and preach 
only to the church.” 

It is a fact that in the last 
five years of his life he gave up 
to preaching in the church. He 
said it took him all his life to 
learn that God Almighty could do 
through a revival in one week 
more than He could in two months 
in a dead, lifeless, fault-finding 
church. It took him all his life to 
learn that. So here, -bring your 
small stalk. Never mind what you 
have—bring what you have left 
and let the Lord put His blessing 
on it. 


You remember that Jesus said 
one day to a great crowd of people 
—__five thousand of them-——‘‘Give ye 
them to eat.” 


Thomas said to Him, ‘What are 
You talking about? We haven't 
anything.’ 

Somebody said, ‘Well, there is 
a small boy here with some loaves 
and fishes (sardines and biscuits, 
or sinkers, as we might call them). 
So they sent for this little boy. 
He was brought to Jesus and Jesus 
said: ‘Sonny, have you any Sar- 
dine and biscuits with you? The 
Lord wants them.’ 

The boy said, ‘All right.’ 

So all the people sat down; 
then Jesus took the food and 
blessed it. I can see. doubting 
Thomas as he takes a little sardine 
by the tail, takes a biscuit and 
starts to break it. A fellow says, 
“Ah, Thomas, don’t be stingy; I 
am hungry.” 

Thomas says, “I have been told 
to give you this, but I've got to 
be shown—I’m from Missouri. I 
can’t figure out how we can make 
this food go around.” 

He kept on breaking off, yet 
the amount did not diminish. They 
fed the great throng then gathered 
up twelve baskets full of frag- 
ments left over. In the hands of 
Jesus the little bit became a ban- 
quet for the multitude. 

Oh, ive God your ability. Let 
Him put His blessing on it. He 
will feed the hungry world. (And 
the world is hungry!) God took 
David‘s sling, multiplied it and 


blessing’ on you, and with you con- 
found the wicked and bless the 
world. Just give Him a chance! 
Give Him what you’ve got. That 
is what the little boy did. There- 
fore: 


Oh! the wasted hours of life, that 
have swiftly drifted by, 
Alas! the good we might have 
done, all gone without a sigh; 
Love that we might once_have 
saved by a single kindly word, 
Thoughts conceived, but ne’er ex- 
pressed perishing, unpenned, un- 
heard. 


furever clasp it fast, 
‘The mill will never grind again 
with water that is past.’ 


Work on while yet the sun doth 
shine, thou man of strength and 
~ will, 
The streamlet ne’er doth useless 
glide by clicking water mill; 
Nor wait until tomorrow's light 
beams. brightly on thy way, 
For all that thou can’st call thine 
own lies in the phrase ‘Today’; 
Possessions, power, and blooming 


David killed the Philistine. God} 
Almighty can take you, put His 


Oh' Take the lesson to thy soul, | 


Nothing Like Being Sure! 


(Continued from page 1) 


know the love of God, the eda 
of that word, ‘‘God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only be- | 
gotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” 


In my classes I frequently see 
evidences of extreme uncertainty. 
l announce to the students at 
the beginning of the semester that 
they should buy a textbook and 
read its contents, that they should 
tisten to the lectures, especially 
that they be prepared for certain 
“golden days’ when it will be 
their privilege to write history 
as they understand it. (Some peo- 
ple call such an opportunity an 
“examination”; actually, it is an 
opportunity to show what one has 
learned. One could paraphrase 
James 1:2 by saying, “My breth- 
ren, count it all joy when ye fall 
into divers quizzes,’ for that is 


with water that is past. 


Oh! love thy God and fellow man, 
thyself consider last, 

For come it will when thou must 
scan dark errors of the past; 
Soon will this fight for life be oer, | 
and earth recede from view, 
And Heaven in all its glory shine 
where all is pure and true, 

Ah, then thou’lt see more clearly 
still the proverb deep and vast, 
‘The mill will never grind again 
with water that is past, 


God is giving you the opportun- 
ity; don’t let it go by. You have 
never had one like this in the 
history of this city and you prob- 
ably never will have another. The 
Lord has given us this great 
chance to do something that will 
make the world ‘better and dry 
the tears on the cheeks of. evil. 


Up in Vermont a woman had 
been watching a crowd assem- 
bling for church. One of these big 
Vermont wagons rolled up and 
about thirty people got out. The 
lady said, ‘“‘Wouldn’t we have a 
good crowd if everybody was like 
that deacon?” The preacher said 
to her, “I will tell you about him 
tonight.” 


That night as they sat around 
the fireplace she turned and said, 
“Will you tell me that interesting 
story?” 

“There was a boy whose father 
was a deacon in the church. His 
father had willed the farm to him. 
His neighbor over here was an in- 
fidel and the infidel died and 
willed his farm to his son who 
was also an infidel. The Christian 
man had on his farm a granite 
quarry and one. day when he was 
away from home, his infidel neigh- 
bor was home getting granite for 
the house and he was fatally in- 
jured. They sent for the doctor 
and the doctor turned to the man 
and said, “TIT will go’ and get the 
minister; he has not long to live.”’ 

As he started out to untie his 
horse he thought, ‘The preacher 
lives too far away: I will go for 
the deacon.’ 

“This man heard the mention of 
his name and he said: ‘Doctor, you 
need not go fou the deacon. He has 
known all these years that I did 
not believe and he has never 
warned me.’ 

“The doctor said some words, 
but he fell back and said, ‘If you 
see the deacon you can tell him 
I died cursing him and God.’ 

“The doctor drove over to the 
|deacon’s home. He met him com- 
ing out, and he-said: ‘Don’t stop! 
I hear my neighbor has been fatal- 
ly injured and I want to get there 
before he dies. Maybe I can help 
him.’ 

“The doctor said to him, ‘You 
need not go. I have come to bring 
vou a taste of the judgment. He 
died cursing you and your God.’ ”’ 

Now, that man took the polling 
list of that township in which he 
lived and there was not a family 
whom he has not gone to and 
talked with personally about their 
souls and urged them to turn and 
give their hearts to Jesus Christ. 
He proposed to use the latter part 
of his life so it would be fruitful 
for God. 

Jesus went into the synagogue 
on the Sabbath day. He found 
there a man with a withered hand 
and He said to the man, “Stretch 
forth thy hand.” The Bible said it 
became whole, ike unto the other, 


health, must all be lost at last— 
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‘The mill will never grind again 


and he went out of there with 


what “temptations” or ‘testings” 
really mean.) 


When a “golden day” arrives, 
immediately I see responses of un- 
certainty. The young folks look at 
the questions; then some look out 
the window, perhaps with the vain 
hope that some aviator will write 
the answers against the sky with 
his plane. Some study the floor 
very steadily, perhaps with the 
vain hope that the grain in the 
wood will be food for thought. I 
recall one little freshman girl whe 
would look steadily at me, as 
though I were the answer to some 
maiden’s prayer. (I was, but that’s 
mediaeval history, for friend wife 
and I are grandparents by now.) 
Uncertainty! And why are they 
uncertain? Uncertain because they 
do not know what is written in 
the textbook. If that is a sad 
situation, how much more dread- 
ful for you to be uncertain about 
your soul's salvation when all the 
while you could find the answers 
in the Book of God! Hear, then, 
what that Book says. By the in- 
spiration of God’s Spirit we have 
the testimony of the Apostle Paul, 
written in the very shadow of 
death: “...for I know whom I 
have believed, and am persuaded 
that he is able to keep that which 
I have committed unto him against 
that day” (II Tim. 1:12). 


No uncertainty here; rather, the 
strongest possible assurance when 
one is facing the greatest test of 
all, death itself! 

Paul was entirely unafraid be- 
cause he was perfectly sure of his 
salvation. Nothing in all the world 
can compare with that assurance 
no wealth, no achievement, no 
honour, no reward, absolutely noth- 
ing can’ compare with certainty 
about one’s salvation. 

How could Paul be so sure be- 
ing saved, and how can we have 
that same certainty? What answer 
does the Book of God give? 


I, To Be Saved, One Must 
First Realize That He 
Is Lost 


The first step toward assurance 
of salvation is to realize beyond 
any shadow of doubt that apart 
from the Lord Jesus Christ one 
is lost. Noone is ever really saved 
without. knowing first that he is 
lost and needs the Saviour. Until 
one is convinced that he is actual- 
ly lost and bound for Hell he will 
trust in ‘this religion, in his own 
righteousness, and in his relative 
superiority to other people to 
make him worthy of Gods’ favor; 
but when he knows he is lost, he 
will flee to the Saviour for salva- 
tion. . 


The Strictest Religious Pharisee, 
Paul Was a Lost Sinner 


For a long time Paul did not 
think he was lost.. Why should 
he? In his own words he was “an 
Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touch- 
ing the law, a Pharisee; Concern- 
ing zeal, persecuting the church; 
touching the righteousness which 
is in the law, blameless” (Phil. 3:5, 
6). 

The Pharisees were much more 
religious-than we could ever pre- 
tend to be. The Lord Jesus de- 
scribed one praying in his smug 
self-sufficiency, “God,.-I thank 
thee, that. I am not as other men 
are, extortioners, unjust, adulter- 
ers, or even as this publican. I 
fast twice in the week, I give 
tithes of all that I possess” (Luke 
18:11, 12). Religious to the ex- 
treme, but lost; the Lord Jesus”. 
Said So. 

It was to a leader of the Phari- 
sees, Nicodemus, that the Lord 
Jesus said, ‘Verily, verily, I say 
unto thee, Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom 
of God” (John 3:3). 

If any human being could have 
been saved by religious zeal and 
righteousness of life and conduct, 
that person would have been Paul 
or Martin Luther. Both of them 
took their religion most seriously, 
applied themselves to its require- 
ment with unabated zeal and 
desperate earnestness. If religion 
and morality could give assurance 
of salvation, they would have 
found it; but what is their testi- 
mony? Paul said, “But what 
things are gain to me, those 
I counted loss for Christ. Yea 
doubtless, and I count all things 
but loss for the excellency of the 


two hands instead of one. 
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Page Twelve 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, January 1, 1954 


Nothing Like Being Sure! 


(Continued from page 11) 


knowledge of Christ Jesus my 
Lord: for whom I have suffered 
the loss of al things, and do 
count them but dung, that I may 
win Christ, And be found in him, 
not having mine own righteous- 
ness. which is of the law, but that 
which is through the faith of 
Christ, the righteousness which is 
of God by faith: That I may know 
him. (Phil. 3:7-9). 

“That I may know him’—no 
religious observance, no sacra- 
ment nor ceremony, no abstinence 
or good works, no developing of 
character could achieve that as- 
surance—but faith in Christ did! 


Luther, Most Zealous Monk, Was 
a Lost Sinner 
Martin Luther followed much 
the same procedure, and with pre- 
cisely the same results. Hear his 
testimony: 

“T tortured myself almost to 
death in order to procure peace 
with God for my troubled heart 
and agitated conscience, but sur- 
rounded with thick da¥kness, I 
found peace nowhere. . While 
I was yet a monk, I no sooner 
felt assailed by any temptation 
than I cried out ‘I am lost!’ Im- 
mediately I had recourse to a 
thousand methods to stifle the 
ries of my conscience. I went 
every day to confessjon, but that 
was of no use to me. Then, 
bowed down by sorrow, I tor- 
tured myself by the multitude 
of my thoughts. . .I was indeed 
a pious monk and followed the 
rules of my order more strictly 


than I can express. If ever a 
monk could obtain Heaven by 
his monkish works, I should 


certainly have been entitled to 
it. Of this all the friars who 
have known me can -testify. If 
it had continued longer I should 
have carried my mortifications, 
even to death, by means of my 
watchings, prayers, reading, and 
other labours.” 

D’Aubigne, one of Luther’s bio- 
graphers, declares: 

“Luther did not find in the 
tranquility of the cloister and in 
monkish perfection that peace 
of mind which he had looked for 
there. He wished to have the 
endurance of his salvation; this 
was the great desire of his soul. 
Without it, there was no repose 
for him. But the fears that had 
agitated him in the world pur- 
sued his to his cell. Nay, they 
were increased, The faintest cry 
of his heart reechoed loud be- 
neath the silent arches of the 
cloister. God had led him there 
that he might learn to know 
himself and to despair of his 
own strength and virtue. His 
conscience, enlightened by the 
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divine Word, told him what it 
was to be holy, but he was filled 
with terror at finding, neither 
in his heart nor in his life, that 
image of holiness which he had 
thoughtfully considered with 
admiration in the Word of God. 

A sad discovery, and one that 

is made by every sincere man! 

No. righteousness within, no 

righteousness without! All was 

ommission, sin, impurity!” 

If you have thought about your 
soul’s salvation you have reasoned, 
“There is something that I must 
do about it.’ That is the natural, 
human response, the same that is 
made the world over; and yet you 
have begun to realize that nothing 
you have tried as yet has brought 
you to this knowledge of the Lord 
Jesus as personal Saviour such as 
Paul knew. 


All Are Sinners Alike 

Without doubt, the greatest 
handicap to one’s realizing that he 
is lost apart from the salvation 
provided in the Lord Jesus is the 
persuasion that one is not as bad 
as other people. Because I am 
not a thief, nor a murderer, I have 
therefore. better chances in eter- 
nity than does one guilty of such 
crimes. 

What is the answer. in God's 
Book to such rationalization? It is 
found in Paul’s own. testimony, 
“For all have sinned,’ and come 
short of the glory of God’ (Rom. 
RP AG 

All have sinned, there is no ex- 
ception! The Bible does not teach 
that all men are equally sinful, 
but that all are equally sinners. 
Says the Word: “Some men’s sins 
are open beforehand, going before 
to judgment; and some men they 
follow after’ (1 Tim. 5:24). Some 
are guilty of very heinous crimes 
against humanity and against God; 
some have lived far better lives; 
but “all have sinned and come. 
short of the glory of God.” 

Let me illustrate. Suppose all 
of us have gone to a park beside 
some lovely lake. We have enjoyed 
the activities of the afternoon— 
three-legged races, sack racés; and 
have come to the last scheduled 
event before the picnic supper is 
to be served. And what it is? 

A running broad jump across 
the lake! 

How ridiculous, you say; a 
running broad jump across the 
lake. But we are good sports; we 
line up for the whistle that an- 
nounces our effort. We get up as 
much momentum as we can and 
make the best jump we have ac- 
complished in years. 

Some of you who are younger 
and very athletic will jump sixteen 
or eighteen feet, perhaps even 
twenty feet, in the general direc- 
tion of the opposite shore. Some 
of us whose athletic days have 
disappeared in added weight and 
Slower movements will make more 
splash than distance, just sort of 
fall over the edge into the lake. 
You made a long jump, and I a 
very little one; but both of us fell 
into the lake. 

What advantage is it to you that 
you jumped. twenty feet and _ I, 
two, for in reality we are both 
alike—we have come short of land- 
ing on the other shore! .Jt is the 
other shore that counts, not the 
distance of your jump. 


We remember it is written, ‘Not 
by works of righteousness which 
we have done, but according to his 
mercy he saved us.” Actually, it 
would be far easier to jump over 
the Pacific Ocean by our own 
effort than to get into Heaven by 
our own good works, and our be- 
ing better than others. Then, too, 
we remember that the Scriptures 
speak of a lake of. fire into which 
fall all those who come short of 
the glory of God. 


Lost apart from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. That is our true condition; 
and when that. fact is fully 
realized then we are ready to run 
to the Saviour for salvation. 


II. Required Next; a Definite 
Acceptance of Christ 
as Saviour 

The second and final step to 
assurance of salvation is definitely 
to receive the Lord Jesus Christ 
as one’s personal Saviour. We find 
that on the authority and basis of 
God’s Word, “‘As many as received 
him, to them gave he power to 
become the sons of God, even to 
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them that believe on his name” 
(John 1:12),-We are “... born 
again, not of corruptible. seed 
‘that is, the opinion of men}, but 
of incorruptible, by the word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever (I Pet. 1:23). 


Paul Came to See Only. God’s 
Grace Could See Any Sinner 
Paul’s own testimony is con- 

tained in Romans 3:23 and 24, Im- 

mediately after stating that “all 

have sinned, and come short of 
the glory of God”; he adds trium- 
phantly: “Being justified freely by 
his grace through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus.”’ God saves 

Sinners by grace through faith. 

Hear what He says: “Now to him 

that worketh is the reward not 

reckoned of grace, but of debt; 

But to him that worketh not, but 

believeth on him ‘that justifieth 

the ungodly, his faith is counted 

for righteousness” (Rom. 4:4,5). 

We are redeemed “. . . with the 

precious blood of Christ, as of a 

lamb without blemish and without 

spot’ (I Pet. 1:19). 


On the road t6 Damascus, Paul 
met the risen and glorified Lord 
Jesus; and seeing how unworthy 
was his own righteousness in con- 
trast with the worthiness of. the 
Lord Jesus, he acknowledged him- 
self to be lost, and immediately 
accepted the Lord Jesus as his own 
Saviour. ‘Thereafter, whatever 
might be the circumstances of his 
life, even into the valley of the 
shadow of death, he could say with 
complete confidence, “I know 
whom I have believed”! He had 
the answer from the Book of 
God wrought in his life by actual 
experience, so that for him to 
live was Christ, and to die was 
gain. That is the certainty you 
Should have, and can have. 


How a 16 Year Old Ecuadorian 
Boy Faced a Firing Squad With 
: Assurance 

Let me illustrate. Years ago 
there had come to the Republic 
of Ecuador, in which for some 
years we labored as missionaries, 
an attempted overthrow of the 
government by revolution. The ef- 
fort failed; and after a number 
of the rebels were taken captive, 
peace was restored. 


Several days later a sergeant 
of the Ecuadorian army called for 
Mr. Will Reed, chairman of our 
mission, to go to the great prison 
that overlooks the seaport ol, 
Guayaquil. On arrival Mr. Reed 
was taken into a subterranean 
chamber where there were many 
prisoners. Among them was a lad 
of sixteen who had sent for Mr. 
Reed. His name was Philip, a lad 
who had drifted into the Sunday 
School to hear the singing and 
the story of the Gospel. He came 
just a few times and then drifted 
away without our knowing where 
he had gone. 

“IT am very sorry Philip, to see 
you here,” said Mr. Reed. ‘What 
has happened?” 


“T was inveigled to join the 
revolutionary forces. We were 
promised a large reward. Our of- 
ficers betrayed us, and we were 
captured. We have been con- 
demned to be shot at sunrise. Mr, 
Reed, do tell me again about the 
Lord Jesus Christ. I need Him 
now.” . 

The missionary drew his New 
Testament from his pocket and 
read the promises such as John 
1:32... $216, .-6:37,.. ("iin . that 
cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out,’) and Romans 10:13, 
(“Whosoever shall call upon the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.”’) 
The sergeant of the guard inter- 
rupted the conversation to say it 
was time for Mr. Reed to go. The 
missionary pushed the New Testa- 
ment into Philip’s hand saying, 
“Lad, believe on the Lord Jesus 
and thou shalt be saved.” ; 


At the gate Mr. Reed inquired 
for permission to be with Philip at 
the execution on the morrow. With 
that permission he returned early 
the next morning, only to learn 
that the execution had been post- 
poned until the following day. 
Again he came, very early it 
seemed to him; but as he came 
close to the prison he heard a 
volley of shots ring out. Fear 
gripped his heart that possibly 
Philip might be among the first 
prisoners to be executed. On turn- 
ing in his pass at the gate, he 
learned to his dismay that Philip 
was already dead. Not another 
chance in which to tell him about 


salvation in the Lord Jesus. 

Two nights later the Sergeant 
of the guard returned the New 
Testament to Mr. Reed with these 
‘words, “Philip asked me to give 
this to you. You will note that”he 
has written something therein for 
you.” 

On the fly leaf Mr. Reed read 
the penciled word from Philip: “I 
have believed on the Lord Jesus 
Christ. I shall be waiting for you 
in Heaven. Good bye! Philip.” 

When Mr. Reed had finished 
reading that testimony, he looked 
up to see the sergeant still stand- 
ing before him. The latter then 
said, “Sir, let me tell you about 
Philip. The other morning when 
we went into the prison to take 
out the condemned men, we had 
to bind them and blindfold‘them; 
all of them except Philip. He came 
to the doorway and inquired of 
me if he might not walk unbound 
to the place of execution. He said 
he was not afraid to die; that he 
was a Christian; that Christ had 
forgiven his sins; that when he 
would die out there in the field, 
he would go at once to Heaven. 
When I gave him that permission, 
he walked erect to his appointed 
place. He turned, with eyes open 
and hands unbound he faced the 
firing squad. Then he died. He was 
a brave Ecuadorian and a true 
Christian!” 

A sixteen-year-old boy unafraid 
to die! Why? Because Philip, like 
the Apostle Paul, and like count- 
less others who have come to sav- 
ing knowledge of the Lord Jesus, 
could say, “I know whom I have 
believed, and am persuaded that 
he is able to keep that which I 
have committed unto him against 
that day.” 

Such is the simplicity. and 
wonderful reality of assurance of 
faith in Christ—recognizing that 
apart from Him one is a lost sin- 
ner, and then receiving Him as 
Saviour on the authority of His 
Word. 

There is nothing like being sure 
of salvation. That is the moment 
for you to step out of uncertainty 
with all its anxiety, apprehension, 
and fear into full certainty of 
faith in Christ, for time and for 


eternity. 
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